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THE  LOVE  OP  FREEDOM 
AMONG 

THE  HEBREW  PEOPLE . 


CHAFTER  1* 

From  the  Egyptian  ueliverance  to  the 
Occupation  of  Canaan* 


The  Struggle  for  Ancient  Customs* 

Prior  to  the  bondage  in  Egypt,  it  would 
appear  that  the  Hebrew  people  were  primarily  and 
essentially  a  race  of  shepherds.  In  the  Bible  tradi¬ 
tion  we  find  them  wandering  hither  and  thither  in 
the  region  of  Palestine  with  their  patriarchal  heads^ 
or  chiefs,  such  as  Abraham  and  Jacob*  Reconstruct¬ 
ing  the  story  as  found  in  the  varied  strands  in  the 
Book  of  cenesis,  we  may  say  that  the  tribe  of  Joseph 
or  possibly  more  tribes  with  the  tribe  of  Joseph  at 
the  head  wandered  down  into  Egypt  when  food  was 

scarce,  and  difficult  to  obtain  in  their  regular^ 

1. 

wandering  grounds.  They  took  with  them  «their 
nomadic  customs’*,  **their  ancestral  religion**  and 
traditions,  and  never  do  they  seem  to  have  made  com¬ 
mon  cause  with  the  Egyptians.  These  customs,  and 
1*  Kittel:  »*Hi story  of  the  Hebrews**  Vol.  1  p  222 
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religious  traditions  would  be  the  very  things  the 
Egyptians  would  try  to  crush;  yet  though  the  Hebrews 
dwelt  for  an  uQidefined  length  of  time  in  Egypt,  they 
clung  with  great  tenacity  to  the  distinctive  things 
they  brought  with  them.  They  refused  to  become 
voluntarily  incorporated  with  the  Egyptian  life.  It 
was  this  tribal  determination  that  later  made  it 
possible  for  Moses  to  accomplish  the  work  he  set  for 
himself;  he  had  a  background  of  liberty  and  freedom 
that  he  could  appeal  to. 

The  Contribution  of  Moses  to  this  Struggle. 

Though  reared  in  the  court  of  the 
Pharaoh,  according  to  the  Bible  tradition,  Moses  re¬ 
tains  his  love  for  his  own  tribe  and  race.  The 
servitude  of  the  Israelites  arouses  his  ire.  He 
broods  upon  the  freedom  which  was  formerly  theirs 
before  coming  down  into  Egypt.  He  slays  an  Egyptian 
in  a  moment  of  anger  as  he  sees  him  meting  out  injust 
tice  to  one  of*  his  race,  then  there  is  nothing  for 
him  to  do  but  flees  to  the  desert.  The  desert  is  a 
rare  place  for  meditation,  and  in  communion  with  one 
of  the  shepherd-princes  around  Sinai,  and  after  be¬ 
coming  son-in-law  to  him,  the  condition  of  his  people 
in  Egypt  will  come  before  his  mind.  He  becomes  more 
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and  more  anxious  for  their  freedom.  Yet  it  should 
be  understood  that  Moses  was  not  merely  suixious  for 
his  people  to  attain  political  freedom;  had  he 
dwelt  on  that  alone  he  could  never  have  been  the  out- 
stauiding  leader  he  was.  Catching  a  new  vision  of  God 
out  there  in  Sinai,  his  quest  became  religious,  as 
well  as  political. 

Nothing  will  satisfy  Moses  now  but 
that  he  go  back  to  Egypt,  rouse  the  Israelites  in 
servitude  there,  and  lead  them  out  into  freedom  and 
liberty.  The  Exodus  of  the  Israelites  from  Egypt  is 
sufficient  proof  that  Moses  achieved  his  desire.  The 
Egyptian  bondage  tau^t  the  Hebrews” to  hate  political 
and  industrial  bondage  of  every  kind, ”  though#  one 
doubts  whether  he  should  go  so  far  as  to  assert  that 
”the  memory  of  their  own  experience  enlisted  their 

sympathies  ever  afterwards  in  behalf  of  all  victims  of 

1. 

oppression”  It  would  seem  a  fair  statement  of  the 
case  to  say,  ”the  Hebrew  nation  began  in  a  revolt 
against  inhuman  treatment”  though  one  questions  very 

much  whether  this  action  was  anything  like”a  general 

2. 

strike”  ”It  (Israel)  had  no  internal  system  of 
class  government  except  that  which  it  had  inherited 

1.  Bailey  and  Kent:  ”The  Hebrew  Commonwealth”  p.  35 

2.  Ibid,  p  35 
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from  a  distant  nomadic  past,  the  custom  of  each 
family’s  acting  through  its  oldest  member."  It 
would  seem  that  this  was  the  very  thing  the  Israelites 
hoped  to  win  back.  This  group  of  people  left  behind 
in  Egypt  their  bonds  of  servitude,  and  readily,  under 
the  leadership  of  Moses,  took  to  the  life  of  the  desert^ 
and  the  freedom  therein.  While  we  read  of  rebellion, 
and  opposition,  while  some  of  them  would  stand  out 
against  the  ancient  nomadic  life  when  unexpected 
situations  arose,  we  can  truthfully  say  the  Israelites 
entered  upon  their  new  life  with  zest. 

Now  look  at  these  tribes  in  their 
desert  experiences.  A  mighty  deliverance  has  been 
wrought  for  them.  The  Egyptians  and  their  life  have 
been  left  behind,  and  the  tribes  move  forward  under 
the  leadership  of  Moses.  During  their  early  experi¬ 
ences  rumour  comes  to  them  of  a  rich  land  to  the  north 
which  would  amply  provide  for  their  needs.  It  is  very 
possible  that  this  rumour  came  even  while  they  were  # 
in  Egypt.  Caleb  and  Joshua,  two  daring  and  courageous 
warriors,  determine  a  raid  upon  this  territory.  Ten 
others,  as  the  story  goes  in  the  Book  of  Numbers,  de¬ 
cide  to  go  along.  On  returning,  they  tell  a  wonderful 


1.  op.cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.  35 
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story  of  the  possihilities  of  the  new  land.  Caleb  and 
Joshua  are  most  anxious  to  go  up  at  once  and  possess 
the  land,  but  the  ten  olthers  stoutly  reject  any  such 
proposal.  The  plan  was  discarded  and  the  tribes  be¬ 
come  a  group  of  freed  slaves,  nomad  in  spirit  and  aim. 

This  failure  to  take  the  northern 
route  has  its  significance  for  our  study.  The  memory 
of  Egyptian  bondage  was  still  fresh  in  their  minds. 
V/hile  part  of  the  report  was  favourable,  there  was 
still  a  large  part  unfavourable.  Moreover  the 
Israelites  had  no  weapons  of  warfare  by  which  to  over^ 
come  the  people,  their  tribes  were  as  yet  only  loosely 
organized,  and  these  people  whom  they  were  to  disposs¬ 
ess  were  well  prepared  for  any  eirentuality:  "The  land 
through  which  we  have  gone  to  spy  it  out  is  a  land 
that  eateth  up  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  all  the 

1. 

people  that  we  saw  in  it  are  men  of  great  stature.” 
Here  in  the  desert  these  tribes  had  their  freedom. 
Besides,  there  were  other  paths  to  Canaan  than  the 
northern  route,  so  why  take  the  risk?  All  of  which 
things  show  that  vihile  they  had  won  their  freedom  they 
had  not  yet  attained  their  old  independence,  that  is 
the  old  spirit  which  had  been  a  part  of  their  fore¬ 
bears.  With  this  situation  facing  them  there  was  only 


1.  lumbers  xiii:32 
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one  alternative  for  the  leraelites,  nanely  to  become 
desert  nomads,  wandering  hither  and  thither,  making  a 
temporary  centre  in  Kadesh* 

The  desert  teaches  its  people  many 
things,  just  as  it  teaches  the  Arab  today*  The 
Israelites  had  to  learn  their  lessons  just  as  the 
Arabs  have,  and  they  must  have  assumed  many  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  Bedouin  of  today*  Meeting  with 
other  tribes  who  were  fierce  and  relentless,  tribes  ka 
having  no  other  law  than  the  word  oilT  a  Sheik,  having 
no  magistrate,  and  no  internal  government,  would  have 
a  deep  and  profound  impression  on  these  desert  wander¬ 
ers*  What  the  Bedouin  freebooter  of  today  is,  so  the 

Israelites  became  in  their  endeavour  to  maintain  them- 

1 

selves  in  the  desert*  No  group  of  people  could  spend 
two  generations  in  the  desert  without  learning  some¬ 
thing*  Plagues,  disease,  and  economic  conditions 
would  be  hard  but  effective  teachers.  Couple  with 
these  the  religious  aspirations,  the  type  of  moral 
government  Moses  brought  to  them.,  and  you  have  in  the 
second  generation  a  feroup  of  people  ready  for  any 
enterprise.  No  timid  group  of  freed  slaves  are  they  a 
as  they  pass  up  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Jordan, 

1.  cp,  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p,  44 


■  I,.:,  :'■!'  3^7 

I  it-^:if  ax^^X  ^5r  b^u  L  ■ 

)  -^B  .'^T.-s^ii  -.^Blf  t  ti(lSt  ^  '‘^  ^'S'i  ^■^Si''Sji. 

J'-;  »\j^b  o  T  *0  li:jJ0X}3^T  3  'i-t  3,0  IS  H  S 

■  - r -i'-f  -,  BQ'X^x'i  -5 'i -r^w  Oiiw  i^\‘So 


•  j  i.*.  01  nw  ''“^-1^0  on  ’^nX^^sjJ 

.‘‘vC  -  ,  I^nno^’^i:  ox  o,i  *  -3  -'-t 


,1- 

no  b'WO*ta-i;i  one 

■  'i&:OS  is 

,.rO 

'  ;  '-'S-  \  s  ’  ■  0 1  ■  i  0 

■  *  'r  ^  ^  , ,  rt^  t  X  ■:H/i[-t  :<  i  s  •  0  '1  0  ••*  t 

f 

cor  ^  ;. 

C  ■  r  -  >  C  ,09q 

to  :c^0'x:^  oil  , xl: 

3 

;  ■.  -  LrtnJi  .-  r  •'•iJ-  ' 

'tC'^  ■■'T-i^ob  Oii:S  tl 

^1  o%\t 

~.  'Z  is  £'.■  X''.'»  Ol' t.' 

noo'j  >n:-  , 

•n  ruit 

'  t  ■  •«  >  '  1^;-.^  3  "  uv^d'  oi  dIitot 

c..^r  ,  ^ -ioi +i^nX  ,;^B  ’]i;0  X^)  t  osU 

.  :  f#^  -  ■  <  '  •  ■  ‘  X; n  ‘  ?  0  X  I  :i  6>  5?  o* '  t  :t '  0  n -t  ■'-  r  o 

M.  •  i'-  r^'onfl  a  notj-H'tBnBH  tuo-.-i 

>al  ■  2  c^snt  'to  i  '0':,  .oi.^^xS  0'^.  . --  ■: '.t.rt^^S oi 

®  ’-X  "to  ^ii.>  no  CJi/ 


:i  ^  ^ 


7 


They  have  learned  to  protect  themselves.  The  two 
fcings,  Sihon  and  Og,  are  readily  dispatched  because  't 
they  stand  in  the  way  of  their  progress.  The  free 
independent,  nomadic  life  had  taught  the  Israelites 
much. 

Reviewing  this  period,  one  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  the  work  of  Moses.  It  was  a 
daring  adventure  on  his  part  to  lead  out  into  the 
desert  a  group  of  undisciplined  slaves,  hut  it  was  a 
greater  achievement  to  hind  these  slaves  into  one 
group  called  the  Israelites,  and  out  of  that  group 
to  bring  a  certain  amount  of  arganization.  Nothing 
less  than  the  genius  of  Moses  could  have  done  this. 
••Everything  shows  that  Israel  in  Egypt  had  no  pre¬ 
tension  to  he  a  nation;  its  nationality  had  yet  to  he 
created.  The  spirit  of  national  unity  and  self- 
assertion  had  yet  to  he  breathed  into  the  oppressed 
masses,  which  were  in  danger  of  losing  their  individ¬ 
uality.  Wnen  did  this  nationality  display  itself,  and 
who  was  responsible  for  calling  it  out?  All  the 
writers  of  the  Old  Testament  agree  in  saying  that  the 
spirit  of  nationality  was  horn  when  Moses  organized 
the  Exodus,  he  it  was  that  breathed  life  into  the 
dry  hones.  The  march  from  Egypt  and  through  the  wild¬ 
erness,  the  fight  with  the  hostile  Amalekites,  and 
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all  the  rest  of  the  desert  experiences,  imply  that 

the  movement  was  directed  by  a  strong  hand.  Such 

work  could  not  have  been  carried  out  by  the  unorgan- 

1. 

ized  families  which  Moees  found  in  Bgypt. ”  While 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  character  of  Moses 
grew  greater  after  his  death,  and  while  it  may  be 
true  that  many  things  attributed  to  him  were  none 
of  his  work,  it  is  also  true  that  the  type  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  political  life  of  the  desert  had  in  it  the 
germ  of  that  ^iiich  later  writers  ascribe  to  Moses, 

This  fact  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of,  for  ”it 
would  be  difficult  to  deny  that  the  faith  of  the 
earlier  age,  and  consequently  that  of  Moses  himself, 
must  in  many  respects  have  been  of  a  different  kind 
and  a  less  developed  form  than  that  of  the  prophetic 
period.  .  ,  ,  .They  (the  prophets)  did  not  invent  the 
idea  of  the  kingdom  of  God  and  the  moral  government 
of  the  world,  but  they  discovered  it  as  soon  as  they 

drew  together  the  threads  of  the  faith  they  had  in- 

2. 

her i ted  from  Moses. ”  Thus  one  may  confidently 
assert  that  the  religion  of  the  prophets  grew  out  of, 
and  developed  from,  the  religion  of  Moses,  ”That  the 
history  of  Israel  is  a  divine  discipline,  righteous, 
wise  and  good,  is  the  idea  of  the  prophets.  In  old 
Israel,  as  among  other  nations,  defeat  in  battle,  for- 

1.  op.cit.  Kittel  Vol.l  240 

2.  Ibid.  242^ -  - — 
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eign  invasion  and  conquest,  were  ascribed  to  the 
anger  of  the  national  god,  whom  his  people,  or  mem¬ 
bers  of  it,  had  in  some  way  effended*”  1. 

To  return  to  the  character  of  Moses 
it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  his  genius  lay  not  so 
much  in  his  political  power,  as  in  the  spiritual 
quality  of  his  soul— -a  rare  thing  in  any  day,  but 
in  those  primitive  days  scarcely  ever  seen.  It  was 
his  absolute  and  implicit  faith  in  Yahweh  to  lead 
his  people  that  m.ade  Moses  the  m*an  he  was.  No  man  in 
all  the  folk-lore  and  stories  of  Israel  had  appeared 
with  such  lofty  spiritual  conceptions.  We  shall 
always  have  to  admite  th4t,  as  he  led  those  tribes 
for  the  space  of  two  generations,  neither  did  his 
influence  diminish,  nor  did  he  adopt  the  baser  forms 
of  worship  which  were  met  in  the  desert  experience. 
Crises  were  m.et  in  a  religious  rather  than  a  politi¬ 
cal  spirit;  political  expediences  always  gave  way  to 
religious  ideas  and  ideals,  for  Yahweh  was  a  jealous 
god  who  could  take  no  second  place.  ”It  (Israeli 
knows  its  god  not  as  the  mighty  potentate,  but  as  the 
life-giving  helper,  in  whom  the  idea  of  love  is  in¬ 
volved;  it  knows  him  as  the  god,  sui  generis,  who 
allows  of  the  exis,tence  of  no  other,  and  in  this  ex- 

1.  Inter.  Crit.  Com*  Moore,  "Judges”  p.xvii 
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1. 

clusiveness  involves  his  absolute  unity.  How  this 

new  and  lofty  knowledge  found  its  way  into  the  soul 
of  Moses  remains  one  of  the  mysteries  of  the  Hebrew 
history.  The  Israelite  tribes  moved  into  new 
religious  as  well  as  new  economic  freedom  under  the 
leadership  of  Moses. 

Entry ^ into  Canaan. 

We  must  now  follow  the  fortunes  of 
these  people  as  they  move  away  from  the  desert  to 
take  up  their  different  positions  in  Canaan.  We 
shall  see  that  many  features  of  this  desert  experi¬ 
ence  they  carried  with  them,  and  time  and  again, 
do  they  long  for  that  freedom. 

Did  the  Israelites  enter 

Canaan  as  conquerors,  or  was  the  settlement  due  to 
assimilation?  It  is  clear  from,  parts  of  the  Book  of 
Joshua,  chapter  xvii:7-15,  and  from  from  the  Book  of 
Judges  chapter  i  — ii;5,  that  the  conquest  of  Canaan 
was  not  accomplished  entirely  by  the  sword;  while  the 
message  in  Judges  ii:6--xvi;31  in  its  Deuternomic 
framework  give  us  an  entirely  different  story  of  the 
conquest.  The  two  sections  are  obviously  from  a 
different  hand.  As  the  tribes  settled  in  Canaan 


1.  op.  cit.  Kittel  Vol  1.  p  249 
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and  as  one  might  have  a  more  advantageous  position 
than  another,  it  became  more  and  more  difficult  to 
unify  their  interests.  This  simple  fact  had  a 
tremendous  influence  when  any  danger  threatened  the 
tribes.  Our  main  source  of  information  in  this 
respect  lies  in  the  Book  of  Judges  chapter  ii:5-xvi; 
31,  A  word  ought  now  to  be  said  of  this  section. 

There  is  abiindant  evidence  that  this 
section  is  of  much  later  date  than  Judges  i«ii:5. 
Most,  if  not  all,  scholars  of  the  Old  Testam-ent 
assert  that  it  bears  the  stamp  of  Si,  though  parts 
of  D  may  have  been  a  union  of  some  other  author  (RJE) 
who  brought  together  J  and  E.  The  style  and  charac^^S' 
ter  of  this  section  are  clearly  Deuteronomic.  When 
we  say  Deuteronomic  we  are  referring  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  type  of  his torico-religious  thinking  in  the 
1 

eighth  century  before  Christ.  It  is  a  type  of  think 
ing  which  regards  Yahweh  as  the  moral  ruler  of  the 
universe.  It  is  explfiained  in4  the  following  words: 
Israel  fell  away  from  Yahweh  and  worshipped  the 
Baalim  and  Astartes,  the  gods  of  the  nations  about 
them.  Indignant  at  this  unfaithfulness  Yahweh  re¬ 
peatedly  gave  them  into  the  power  of  their  enemies 
who  subjugated  them.  Moved  by  their  distresses 
Yahv/eh  repeatedly  raised  up  leaders  (Judges)  who  de- 


1.  I.  C,  C.  Moore,  "Judges”  p  xvii 
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livered  them  from  their  foes*  But  they  persisted  in 
the  worship  of  other  gods,  or  relapsed  into  it,  when 
the  judge  was  dead;  each  generation  worse  than  the 

one  before . It  is  clear  the  author’s  purpose 

was  not  merely  to  interpret  history  and  explain  upon 
religious  principles  why  such  evils  befell  Israel  in 
the  days  of  the  Judges,  but  to  impress  upon  his  reader 

the  lesson  that  unfaithfulness  to  Yahweh  is  always 

1. 

punished.”  This  is  historical  pragmatism.  ”It  is 

2  • 

not  history  in  our  sense  of  the  word.”  It  is  history 
with  a  decidedly  religious  dias,  history  pointing  a  m*o- 
ral  lesson  to  future  generations.  Since  this  section 
of  Judges  is  full  of  hepo  stories  it  will  be  well  to 
study  some  of  these  stories,  and  heroes. 

We  are  faced  with  this  issue  at  the 
start:  Israel  had  set  a  firm  foot  in  the  land  of  Can¬ 
aan,  and  it  was  not  its  intention  to  be  thrust  out 
without  good  reason.  The  Israelites  were  determined 
to  enjoy  such  spoils  of  victory  as  they  had  achieved. 
Should  this  entail  assimilation  with  the  Canaanites,  t 
they  were  ready  for  that.  The  record  iS  quite  de¬ 
finite  here:  ‘‘Neither  did  Manasseh  drive  out  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Beth-shean  and  her  towns,  nor  Taanach  and 
her  towns,  nor  the  inhabitants  of  Dor  and  her  towns, 

^1.  I.  0,  C.  Moore,  "Judges"  p  xv  and  xvi 
2.  Op.  cit.  Kittel  Vol  11.  p5. _ _ 
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ror  the  inhabitants  of  Ibleam  and  her  towns,  nor 
the  inhabitants  of  Megiddo  and  her  towns:  but  the 
Canaanite  would  dwell  in  the  land.  And  it  came  to 
pass  when  Israel  was  strong,  that  they  put  the  Can- 
aanites  to  tribute,  and  did  not  utterly  drive  them 
out,**  The  same  is  recorded  of  the  tribes  of 

Judah,  Benjamin,  Ephraim,  Zebulun,  Asher  and 
Naphtali* 

It  is  most  certain  that  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  and  conquered  tribes  would  resent  the 
appearance  of  Israel  in  their  territory.  They  would 
be  ready  for  war  on  the  slightest  pretext.  Indeed, 
since  Israel  had  not  been  able  to  conquer  all  the 
peoples  of  Canaan,  and  since  there  were  many  interior 
cities,  possibly  fortified  cities,  unconquered,  the 
unconquered  people  would  always  be  a  source  of  annoy¬ 
ance  to  Israel.  The  canaanites  were  not  linked  up 
in  a  confederacy,  had  they  been  Israel  could  never 
have  made  an  entrance.  There  relation  to  each 
other  was  rather  that  of  isolated  city- republics, 
or  kingdoms,  often  in  a  state  of  conflict,  When¬ 
ever  they  did  bind  themselves  together  they  could  in¬ 
flict  crushing  blows  upon  Israel,  In  the  arts  of  wa% 

3. 

theyv/ere  more  than  a  match  for  Israel,  Against 

1,  Judges  i:  27,28 

2,  op,  cit,  Kittel  vol.  11  p.  61 

3,  Judges  i:  19,  Joshua  vi.  Numbers  xiii:28 
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this  power  of  the  inhahitante  of  Canaan,  Israel 
could  only  match  its  innate  strength,  the  wiliness 
of  the  Bedouin,  the  trickery  of  the  Arab,  and  the 
spirit  of  independence  she  brought  with  her  as  a  her¬ 
itage  from  the  desert. 

Judges  in  Israel. 

In  the  process  of  settling  down  in 
this  new  land  the  leaders  of  the  age  were  war-cap- 
tains,  "that  advance  at  the  head  of  their  tribes, 
sometimes  here,  sometimes  there,  whenever  need  calls 
them  and  danger  makes  them  heroes tf  .  .  .  "Each 
tribe  or  clan,  for  the  moart  part  goes  its  own  way, 
caring  little  for  the  weal  or  woe  of  the  others,  con¬ 
tent  to  defend  itself  against  the  foe.  So  the 
Judges  were  ordinarily  nothing  but  petty  princes,  he 
heads  of  tribes,  generally  of  noble  birth,  who 

gathered  the  warriors  of  the  tribe  and  marched  them 

1. 

against  the  foct"  The  story  of  Deborah  and  Barak 
illustrates  this* 

Deborah  and  Barak • 

These  Judges  were  men  or  women  who, 
during  this  period  discovered  the  remarkable  fact 
which  has  always  been  distinctive  about  the  Hebrew 
people,  that  Israel  should  neither  lose  her  reli- 


1.  op.  cit.  Kittel  Vol  11.  p  66 
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gioue  individuality,  nor  her  nationality.  Yet  this 
was  the  danger  she  faced.  With  the  tribes  settled  i 
in  different  parts  of  Canaan,  and  their  peculiar  ad¬ 
vantages  in  these  parts,  it  is  one  of  the  wonders  of 
history  that  she  retained  as  much  unity  as  she  did. 
The  need  of  such  unity  presented  itself  again  and 

again  as  a  measure  of  national  safety.  While  for 
the  most  part  the  spectacle  we  see  in  Canaan  is  that 

of  '♦individual  tribes  going  forth  with  sword  in  hand 

2# 

to  extend  their  liberties"  there  are  some  accounts 
of  a  union  of  tribes  for  a  common  end. 

One  glorious  union  of  forces  among 
the  Israelites  took  place  under  Barak  and  Deborah. 

It  appears  that  strong  Canaanite  cities  in  the 
valley  of  the  Kishon  pushed  out  here  and  there,  and 
the  Israelites  north  and  south  of  the  valley  had 
fallen  back.  Sisera,  a  strong  leader  with  many  (900) 
chariots  at  his  command,  struck  terror  into  the 
heart  of  Israel.  The  Israelite  peasants,  tired  of 

resistance,  sank  into  despondency.  Trade  and  com- 

3. 

merce  had  been  cut  off  by  the  Canaanites.  To 
Deborah  these  oppressions  were  shameful  and  she 
stirs  up  the  old  embers  of  a  religious  patriotism. 

In  the  name  of  Yahweh---the  old  rallying  cry- --she 

2.  op.  cit.  Kittel  vol.ll  p  69 

3.  Judges  v:  6. 
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reminds  Israel  of  ancient  liberties,  and  former 
freedom.  So  powerful  is  her  appeal  that  she  fires 
the  hearts  of  the  tribes  of  Ephraim,  Machir-Manaeseh, 
Zebulon,  Naphtali,  and  Issachar.  It  was  one  of  the 
outstanding  attempts  to  unify  all  Israel.  Only  a  few 
hu»g  back,  and  one  notes  that  for  those  who  did  not 
participate  there  is  in  the  Song  the  utmost  scorn. 
Reuben’s  indolence,  Gilead’s  laziness,  Dan  and  Asher’s 
base  avarice,  and  the  selfishness  of  the  neighbouring 
Merzog,  all  receive  condemnation  in  the  Song.  This 
unwillingness  to  join  the  union  might  indicate  that 
such  tribes  were  not  seriously  in  peril  from  the 
aggression  of  the  Canaanites. 

The  Song  of  Deborah  is  wild,  and 
passionate,  and  primitive;  nor  is  it  lacking  in 
dramatic  quality.  As  the  forces  are  scattered  and 
pursued  by  Barak,  Si sera  takes  refuge  in  the  tent 
of  Jael,  the  wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite,  and  the 
story  is  brought  to  a  dramatic  close  by  the  murder 
of  Si  sera  by  Jael  with  a  hammer. 

This  partial  union  taking  place  un¬ 
der  Barak  and  Deborah  must  have  had  far-reaching 
consequences  in  the  life  of  Israel.  Though  invaders 
of  a  new  country,  they  cherished  the  independence 
won  in  the  desert.  They  were  willing  to  fi^t  and 
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oppose  the  Canaanites,  though  the  odds  seemed  against 
them.  The  death  of  Sisera,  and  the  complete  dis- 
comfiture  of  his  forces,  showed  to  Israel  whajt  she 
could  accomplish  in  federation.  While  this  event 
may  not  have  completely  subdued  the  Canaanites,  it 
demonstrated  to  them  a  significant  fact,  namely, 
that  their  lot  in  the  future  would  be  cast  among 
these  new-comers,  for  the  sword  had  failed  to  put 
them  out. 


Gideon. 


•*It  is  the  custom,  of  the  restless 
wandering  Bedouin  tribes  of  the  desert  to  look  with 
jealousy  from  time  to  time  on  the  comfortable  life  of 
their  neighbours  settled  within  the  boundary  of  the 
cultivated  land.  The  pride  of  the  nomad  is  in  his 
free,  unimpeded  right  to  roam,  in  boundless  apace.  He 

looks  down  with  pity  and  disdain  on  the  peasantry 

1. 

bound  to  the  soil.”  Such  an  impulse  characterised 
the  Israelites  prior  to  their  entering  Canaan.  Nomads 
they  v/ere  in  character  and  life,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  looked  with  envy  on  some  of  the 
fruitful  oases  as  they  wandered  in  the  desert.  The 


fight  with  i^alek  may  have  been  for  the  possession  of 


such  an  advantage.  Now  as  the  Israelites  settled  in 


1.  op.  cit.  Kittel  vol  11.  p  77 
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Canaan,  and  changed  their  occupation  from  that  of 
shepherds  to  that  of  farmers  some  of  their  crops  must 
have  attracted  the  many  nomad  tribes  wandering  about. 
Indeed,  the  Israelites  ought  to  have  expected  such 
raids  as  are  depicted  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  Judges, 
The  roving  Midianites  never  hesitated  to  swoop  down 
upon  Israel,  and  rob  her  of  her  hard-gained  harvests. 
Tlie  Bedouin  is  always  ready  for  a  raid  on  fruitful 
land.  He  has  nothing  to  lose  unless  bloodshed 
ensues • 

As  to  the  length  of  time  which 
passed  between  the  stirring  times  of  Barak  and 
Deborah,  and  the  yearly  raids  of  the  Midianites  we 
cannot  tell.  Kittel  infers  that  it  could  not  be  a 
short  time  for  there  seems  to  have  disappeared  from 
the  tribes  that  lofty  sentiment  which  such  a  victory 
would  inspire; and  with  this  has  gone  the  national 
unity  which  characterised  the  tribes  in  the  days  of 
Barak.  Time  and  again  had  the  Israelites  to  abandon 
their  lowlands  and  farms  to  the  invaders.  "And  the 
hand  of  Midian  prevailed  against  Israel;  and  because 
of  Midia«  the  chia)dren  of  Israel  made  them  dens 

which  are  in  the  mountains  and  the  caves  and  the 

2. 

strongholds,"  The  only  freedom  they  now  possessed 

Ijf,  op.  cit.  Kittel  vol  11.  p  79 
2.  Judges  vi:  2. 
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was  the  freedom  to  escape  from  the  hand  of  Midian. 

On  one  occasion  these  raiders  went  too  far,  and  in 
sheer  desperation  Israel  turned.  What  aroused  that 
desperation  was  the  fact  that  Gideon’s  brother  was 
among  those  slain  by  the  Midianites.  This  called 
forth  the  spirit  of  blood- revenge.  Out  from  the 
people  came  a  saviour  for  Israel.  Bailey  and  Kent 
make  a  great  deal  of  this  feature  of  Israelitish 
life.  Speaking  of  these  stories  in  Judges  they  say: 
"In  reality  these  stories  tell  how  the  Hebrew  in¬ 
stinct  for  freedom,  the  right  of  self-determination 
refused  to  be  crushed,  and  how  out  of  the  ranks  of 
the  people  themselves,  arose  the  patriots  who  saved 
their  tribes.  They  present  a  picture  of  democracy 
creating  its  own  eaviere  saviours".  Yet  one  should 
be  cqreful  in  accepting  such  a  statement  and  giving 
it  a  modern  spirit.  The  society  of  Israel’s  life  was 
largely  that  of  the  Bedouin.  She  had  been  trained  in 
that  for  two  generations,  and  while  she  came  into  new 
possessions  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  spirit  of  the 
desert  was  that  upon  which  she  acted.  There  were  no 
hereditary  leaders,  there  was  no  aristocratic  group; 
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he  who  was  strong,  he  who  had  the  powers  of  mind  and 
of  body  would  lead  and  rule. 

The  great  saviour  of  Israel  during 
the  Midianite  oppression  was  Gideon,  and  while  the 

story  of  his  exploits  found  in  the  Book  of  Judges  is 

1. 

not  all  of  a  piece,  there  is  sufficient  to  show  that 
Israel  found  a  mighty  saviour  in  him.  The  battle-cry 
of  ’*the  sword  of  Yahweh  and  of  Gideon”  was  sounded.  In 
a  daring  strategy,  with  a  mere  handful  of  men  (accord¬ 
ing!  to  tbepresent  structure  of  th6  story)  Gideon 
came  upon  his  enem.ies.  The  ranks  of  Midian  were 
thrown  into  confusion.  He  pursued  the  enemy  and  cap¬ 
tured  the  two  chieftains,  Zebah  and  Zalmunnah,  the 
haughty  sons  of  the  desert,  who  confess  to  the  murder 
of  Gideon’s  brother.  To  satisfy  the  law  of  blood- 
revenge  they  are  put  to  death. 

What  was  the  significance  of  this 
exploit  of  Gideons?  Was  it  merely  a  means  of  getting 
revenge?  Such  might  have  been  part  of  his  motive,bTlit 
on  the  other  hand  the  records  are  one,  even  though 
differing  in  detail,  in  showing  the  dangerous  position 
of  Israel  at  this  time,  and  the  need  of  some  powerful 
hand  to  guide  its  destiny.  This  fact  emerges  from 


1.  I.  C.  C.  Moore,  ’’Judges”  p.  175-6 
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the  work  of  Gideon:  the  peaceful  peasant  |i?as  given 
protection  from  the  plundering  nomad,  and  Israel 
again  becomes  master  of  its  own  land.  ’’It  was  once 
more  proved  how  much  could  be  achieved,  not  by  Israel 
as  a  whole,  but  by  even  a  small  portion  of  that 
vigorous  nation  if  it  would  only  arouse  itself  to 

earnest  purpose,  and  become  conscious  of  its 

1. 

s  trength. ” 


The  exploits  of  Gideon  provided 
Israel  with  the  strong  arm  of  a  deliverer.  She  could 
now  stand  up  alongside  her  nei^bours.  So  great  and 
extensive  was  Gideon’s  victory  that  not  only  their 
own  fields  were  held  safe,  but  rich  booty  fell  to 
them  from  the  Midianites.  Affeer  the  manner  of  other 
victors,  Gideon  gathered  together  the  booty  which 
came  to  him  and  erected  a  royal  sanctuary  at  Ophrah. 

Later  writers  saw  in  this  a  grievous  defection  on  the 

2. 

part  of  Gideon.  In  any  case  it  was  a  dangerous 
experiment  in  the  direction  of  Canaanitish  nature- 
worship.  ”And  all  Israel  played  the  harlot  after  it 


there,  and  it  became  a  anare  unto  Gideon  and  his 

3. 

house” 

At  this  point  we  must  not  overlook 

1.  op.cit.  Kittel  vol  11.  p  81 

2.  Ibid,  p  82 

3.  Judges  viii:  27 
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the  implication  found  in  Judges  viii:  22-28,  In  these 
verses  Gideon  is  undoubtedly  the  great  hero  who, 
having  saved  his  people  through  the  mighty  power  of 
Yahweh,  will  not  accept  the  kingship.  V/hen  urged  by 
the  men  of  Israel,  ♦’Rule  thou  over  us,  both  thou  and 
th#y  son,  and  thy  son’s  son,**  Gideon  refuses  the 
honour  in  the  words,  **Yahweh  shall  rule  over  you**, 
(Quoting  from  Bailey  and  Kent,  **When  the  men  of  his 

(Gideon’s)  tribe  sought  to  bake  him  king,  with  true 

h. 

democratic  spirit  he  declined.**  But  what  then  shall 
we  say  of  Judges  ix:  1,2  ?  The  writer  of  this 
passage  seems  to  imply  that  Gideon  has  already  been 
ruling  over  them,  and  that  upon  his  death  his  power 
had  descended  by  a  sort  of  hereditary  right  to  his 
sons.  What  then  shall  be  said  of  the  **democratic 
spirit”  which  caused  Gideon  to  decline  the  kingship? 
The  latter  story  is  without  doubt  the  older  of  the 
two,  and  probably  the  more  reliable, 

Thetjin  chapter  ix  there  is 
clearly  the  idea  of  two  groups  of  people  dwelling 
side  by  side  in  Canaan.  The  town  of  Shechem  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  Gideon;  while  the  half-Amorite  son  of  Gideon, 
Abimelech,  would  point  to  a  blood  fusion  by  inter¬ 
marriage.  It  might  have  been  that  Gideon  felt  that 
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in  this  way  he  could  draw  together  the  Shechemites 

and  the  Israelites.  Kittel  is  inclined  to  accept 

1 

this  ’'rule”  of  Gideon  as  a  legitimate  kingship. 

Moore  thinks  it  improbable  that  Israel  was  feeling  its 

2. 

way  to  a  more  stable  form  of  government,  Bailey  and 
Kent  in  order  to  support  the  democratic  hypothesis 
they  started  with  maintain,  (as  we  have  above  no  tic  edj) 
that  Gideon  declined  the  kingship  with  true  democratic 
spirit,  and  regard  Abimelech  as  the  first  king  in 
these  words:  ”This  was  the  first  instance  in  which 

the  despotic  Amorite  idea  of  government  overcame  the 

3. 

Hebrew  intolerance  of  all  hereditary  authority.** 

One  wonders  if  the  problem  in  Israel 
at  this  time  lay  in  **Hereditary  authority**  or  in 
efficient  leadership.  The  enslaving  Midianites  had 
wrought  terror  in  the  hearts  of  the  Israelites  and  at 
least  two  tribes,  Manasseh  and  Ephraim,  under  the 
leadership  of  Gideon  found  relief  from  the  oppression. 
Some  of  the  independence  of  desert  days  might  have  to 
be  sacrif icedM,  but  the  tribes  were  willing  to  lose 
this  freedom  in  order  to  continue  their  work  in  the 
fields,  and  gain  the  privilege  of  living  in  compara¬ 
tive  secutity. 

1.  op.  cit,  Kittel  vol.  11.  p  83 

2.  I,  C.  C.  Moore,  •’Judges'*  p  239 

3.  op.  cit,  }^#####  Bailey  and  Kent  p,79 
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Abimelech  and  Jotham, 

The  success  of  Gideon  had  this  re¬ 
sult:  great  confidence  was  placed  in  Gideon  and  his 
family.  On  his  death  there  might  have  been  a  desire 
for  power  among  some  of  the  many  sons,  but  the  one 
who  attracts  our  attention  is  Abimelech,  the  half- 
Amorite  son,  who  makes  a  bold  coup  in  which  he 
achieved  success  for  a  time* 

Abimelech’s  success,  however,  was 
short-lived.  Re  proved  incapable  of  holding  Israel 
together  for  more  than  three  years,  Bailey  and  Kent 

suggest  that  Abimelech’s  defeat  was  an  admission  that 

1. 

"democracy  could  not  be  downed  so  easily," 

Reference  is  here  made  to  the  unsorrupulous  way  in 
which  Abimelech  gained  the  throne.  Kittel,  however, 
suggests  that  the  reason  for  the  short-lived  glory 

of  Abimelech  lay  in  leaving  his  Canaanite  residence 

2, 

and  seeking  an  abode  among  the  Israelites.  In  this 
way  there  arose  a  rupture  between  Shechem  and  Abime¬ 
lech.  Of  course  one  ought  to  remember  certain  other 
features.  First,  Abimelech  had  waded  to  power 
through  the  blood  of  seventy  others,  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  the  only  brother  remaining,  Jotham,  would  feel 


1.  op,  rit,  Bailey  and  Kent  p  79 

2,  op,  cit,  Kittel  vol  11.  p.  84 
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it  an  urgent  necessity  that  the  law  of  blood- revenge 
should  be  met.  Second,  there  was  the  bitterness  of 
past  oppressions  clearly  before  the  people.  Third, 
among  the  Israelite  section,  especially  in  Shechem, 
there  was  the  vivid  memory  that  Abimelech  was  of  for¬ 
eign  birth,  being  only  half-  Israelite. 

Jotham,  the  youngest  brother,  having 
escaped  the  wholesale  massacre,  was  incensed  at  the 
action  of  his  half-brother.  He  poured  out  his  in¬ 
vectives  on  the  city  of  Shechem,  and  Abimele#ch,  from 
the  brow  of  a  cliff  on  Mount  Gerizim,  It  is  possible 
that  Jotham  represented  a  group  of  people  who  felt 
the  injustice  due  to  Abimelech’s  rule.  His  fable  of 
the  Bramble  undoubtedly  applied  to  the  Shechemites. 
Abimelech  was  referred  to  as  the  despised  son  of  a 

concubine.  It  was  a  stab  at  Abimelech’s  origin. 
♦♦These  word  might  sound  strange  if  regarded  as 

flung  in  the  face  of  the  Canaanite  Shec|iemites .  They 
lose  this  character  when  one  considers  that  there 
lived  in  Shechem,  alongside  of  the  Canaanites,  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  Israelites.  If  directed  at  these 

Jothara^s  speech  is  a  well-conceived  attempt  to  drive 

1. 

a  wedge  into  the  unity  of  the  two  parties.”  Of 
course  one  should  not  forget,  as  we  have  already 


1.  op.  cit.  Kittel  vol  11.  p,85 
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stated,  that  the  Sheiahemit es  might  have  had  reason 

• 

to  be  discontented  with  Abinelech.  Then  it  should 
be  noted  that  here  is  a  possible  case  of  a  pure 
democratic  uprising  in  Israel.  The  fable  pours 
scorn  not  only  on  Abimelech  but  also  on  the  useless¬ 
ness  of  royalty  and  kings,  while  at  the  sam^  time 
upholding  the  glory  of  commonplace  service.  It  may 
be  said  that  this  is  the  key  note  of  the  whole  fable. 
And  one  should  further  note  that  the  fable  had  its 
effect,  it  served  its  purpose  in  awakening  a  democra¬ 
tic  spirit  among  the  people.  The  author  of  Judges 
puts  it  thus:  ”The  Yahweh  sent  an  evil  spirit  between 

Abimelech  and  the  men  of  Shechem  and  the  men  of 

3. 

Shechem  dealt  treacherously  with  Abimelech.” 

After  the  death  of  Abimelech,  the 
history  of  Israel  seems  to  be  completely  lost  in 
darkness,  until  the  advent  of  Samuel.  Kittel’s  view 
is  that  the  people  broke  up  into  the  more  or  less 
inglorious  and  inactive  tribal  life.  V/ho  the  king¬ 
ly  heir  to  Abimelech  was  we  do  not  know.  The 
stories  of  Jephthah  and  Samsom  provide  little  his¬ 
torical  information,  beyond  the  fact  that  occasional 
raids  kept  Israel  in  a  state  of  uncertainty. 

1.  see  p.  23-4  of  this  Thesis. 

2.  The  conclusion  of  Prof.  A.  B.  Miller  of 
St.  Stephen’s  College,  Edmonton. 
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C ivilisation.  Religion  and  Government  of  the  Ag e 
of  the  Judges# 

It  is  clear  that  libfe  an  Canaan 
presented  to  Israel  a  different  set  of  conditions 
from  any  experienced  in  the  desert*  Settlement  in 
Canaan  demanded  a  different  type  of  government. 

Israel  passed  from  the  stage  of  the  shepherd  to  that 
of  the  farmer,  from  a  nomadic  life  to  that  of  a  city 
life.  ’♦The  hut  and  the  house  more  and  more  took  the 
place  of  the  tent”  However,  during  the  transition 
recourse  to  the  old  nomadic  habits  was  had  again  and 
again  in  time  of  crisis.  Living  as  Israel  did  in 
such  close  contact  with  the  Canaanites,  it  was  im¬ 
possible  for  her  not  to  fall  before  many  of  the  arts, 
culture,  and  religious  ideas  of  the  Canaanites. 

When  Israel  came  into  Canaan  her 
culture,  arts,  and  religion  would  stand  out  in  marked 
contrast  to  those  of  the  Canaanites.  The  craftiness 
of  the  Bedouin  prevailed,  the  law  of  blodd-revenge 
was  sacred;  and  thus  when  Ehud  and  Jael  treacherous¬ 
ly  murdered  their  enemies  such  would  be  regarded  as 
a  virtue  and  extolled. 


1.  op.  cit.  Kittel#  vol.ll.  p.93 
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Possibly  the  greatest  task  of  Israel 
during  this  period  of  transition  was  to  hold  to  the 
purity  and  freedom  of  her  religion.  History  records 
again  and  again  how  the  conquerors  often  become  the 
conquered,  especially  in  regard  to  religion  and 
culture.  If  we  ask,  did  such  a  thing  take  place  in 
regard  to  the  religious  influence  of  Canaan  upon 

Israel  we  must  answer  in  the  affirmative  and  the 

1. 

negative.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Israel  held  fast 
to  the  God  brought  them  by  Moses,  Without  doubt  the 
Song  of  Deborah  is  an  enthusiastic  hymn  to  Yahweh; 
Gideon  was  unquestionably  a  worshipper  of  Yahwel>; 
while  Jephthah  and  Samson  are  represented  as  cham¬ 
pions  of  Yahweh,  Yet  the  Deuteronomic  author  in 
telling  of  Israel’s  history  many  centuries  later, 
often  speaks  of  the  general  apostacy  of  Israel  in 
favour  of  Canaanite  deities.  While  this  apostacy  of 
Israel  may  not  have  been  so  complete  as  represented 
by  this  author,  the  stories  do  signify  a  certain 
defection  ff^om  Yahweh,  and  a  tendency  leading  away 
from  the  ideal  of  pure  Yahweh- worship.  We  are  led 
to  the  conclusion  that  Israel  never  was  so  free,  so 
independent,  either  politically,  if  we  can  use  that 
term,  or  religiously,  as  when  she  was  a  group  of 
nomad  tribes  in  the  desert, 

1,  op.cit,  Kittel  vol.  11,  n.  97  - 
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CHAPTER  11  > 

Fron  the  estahl  i  shnent  of  the  llonarchy 
until  the  death  of  Elijah. 


The  hero-storieB  of  the  Book  of  Judges 
make  it  clear  what  could  be  accomplished  v;hen  a 
semblance  of  union  took  place  among  the  Israelites. 

While  it  is  true  that  "The  Hebrews  m-ust  do  or 

1. 

die"  the  legendary  stories  of  the  latter  part 
of  the  Book  of  Judges, and  the  story  of  Samuel’s  "rule" 
of  Israel,  seem  to  suggest  thiat  Israel  alniost  did 
die.  The  stories  of  Samuel, while  forming  a  natural 
sequel  to  the  hero-stories  of  Judges, present  to 
us  a  picture  of  the  condition  of  Israel  writhing 
in  servitude  under  the  Philistines.  While  Samuel 
may  have  been  a  judge, he  was  not  a  warrior , though 
he  occupied  a  distinctive  place  in  the  life  of 
Israel.  In  his  day  there  were  groups  of  seers, 
men  imbued  with  a  reli gio-patriotic  ideal.  They 
were  "religious  fanatics^ filled  with  holy  ardour 
for  their  God. ....  Israel  is  Yahweh’ s  people.  Cod 

1.  op. cat.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.  69. 
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people  an-i  land  are  ineeparaHy  bound  together” 
and  while  SaiTiuel  is  not  believed  to  have  belonged 
to  these  dervishes, it  is  more  than  probable  he 
directed  and  employed  them  to  further  his  patriotic 
zeal  fixid  faith  in  Yahweh* 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  situation 
in  Israel  in  Samuel’ s  day  differed  considerably 
from  that  in  the  day  of  Sarah  or  of  Gideon,  ho 
longer  did  the  menace  lie  in  predatory  nomadic 
tribes, but  in  the  warlike  Philistines  who  were 
crowding  in  upon  Israel.  In  the  Samson  stories 
we  get  a  glimpse  of  the  encroachonent s  of  Philistia* 
Samuel  is  the  seer  who  lays  this  situation  of  his 
country  before  Saul;  ”Sa.muel  pointed  out  Gibeah 
garrisoned  by  the  Phili stines ,Pet3:ilehem  in  the 
grip  of  the  foreigner , Shiloh  prostrat e,and  the  ark 

of  Yahweh  himself  waiting  to  be  rescued  from  its 

2. 

long  exile.” 

Seer  vs.  King. 

One  wonders  how  much  of  this  idea  of 

1.  op.  cit.  Kittel  vol.ll  p.llO. 

2.  op.  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.87. 
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of  Samuel  filled  tie  minds  of  thinking  men  in  the 
days  of  Samuel#  The  servile  condition  of  Israel  in 
these  days  must  have  weip-hed  heavily  upon  the  minds 
of  Intelligent  men#  ” Israel  became  in  its  own  land 
the  vassal  of  a  foreigh  despot#  Even  its  very  arms 
are  said  to  have  been  taken  away# and  the  smiths 

n 

J.  • 

carried  off  from  the  land#**  The  situation  was 
now  as  desperate  as  in  the  days  of  the  Judges# 
Probably  such  things  suggested  to  Samuel  the  idea 
of  the  monarchy#  Yet#even  the  suggestion  must  have 
been  food  for  serious  thought#  To  recall  an 
institution  which  had  so  signally  failed  in  the 
days  of  Abimelech  involved  great  risk#  Such  a 
kingship  would  require  at  least  tv/o  things : first , 
a  unification  which  would  include #and  bind  together^ 

the  whole  people  and  not  one  or  two  tribes; second, 

3# 

provision  for  such  a  union  becoming  permanent# 
how  the  only  thing  which  could  in  any  way  guarantee 
such  resiELts  would  be  the  establishment  of  a 

1#  op# cit*  Eittel  vol#ll  p#105# 

2#  op#  cit.  Kittel  vol  11  p#  106# 
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nonarchy.  Israel  seemed  to  be  driven  to  the 
monarchy  as  an  expedient  in  the  face  of  nat¬ 
ional  extinction. 

\Vhat  then  was  Samuel attitude 
to  the  monarchy?  We  are  confronted  vdth  at  least 
two  different  ideas  taken  from  two  distinct 
narratives  on  the  founding  of  the  monarchy  as 
related  in  the  first  Book  of  Samuel.  One  of 
these  narratives  seems  friendly  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  kingdom, while  the  other  regards 
the  whole  institution  as  a  mi  stake: the  one 

would  appear  to  be  sympathetic  to  Saul, while  the 

1. 

other  consi ders  Samuel  as  the  real  hero.  The 
one  sympathetic  with  Saul  is  called  the  Saul 
(si)  narrative , and  the  other, the  Samuel  (Sm) 
narrative.  "Of  the  tv/o  (SI)  is  evidently  the 
older  document^  It  is  more  primitive  in  its 
religious  ideas.  It  has  a  near  and  clear  view 
of  the  personages  and  of  the  progress  of  events. 
We  may  class  it  with  the  stories  of  Gideon  etc. 
which  form  the  groundwork  of  the  Book  of  Judges. 

1.  See  I.  C.  C.  Samuel:  H.  P.  3mith;He  gives 
exhaustive  criticism  of  these  two  streams  of 
literature. 
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The  other  account, so  far  as  it  is  original  with 
the  author  whom  we  call  (Sm),is  less  concrete;it 
idealizes  persons  and  events.  It  is  vdominated 
by  a  theological  idea.  It  i  s,  injfact ,  in  line  with 
the  latest  revdactor  of  the  Book  of  Judges, who 

embodied  the  Deuteronomic  theory  of  history  in 

1. 

the  framework  of  that  book.”  The  point  inter¬ 
esting  in  our  study  lies  in  the  actual  polit¬ 
ical  and  religious  condition  of  Israel  at  the 
establishment  of  the  monarchy. 

As  we  have  pointed  out, the  fortunes  of 
Israel  v/ere  at  a  low  ebb.  Desperate  conditions 
usually  call  out  desperate  remedies.  V/hen  Samuel 
was  brooding  over  the  state  of  Israel  there  came 
to  his  house  in  Ramah  one  day  a  young  man  by  the 
najiie  of  Saul, the  son  of  Kish, of  the  tribe  of 

Benjarain, in  search  of  his  father’s  asses  v/hich 

2. 

had  been  lost.  Samuel  discerns  in  Saul  the  right 
man  for  the  kingship.  ”And  for  whom  is  all  thAt 

1.  L.  C.  C.  Samuel;  H.  P.  Smith, p.xx. 

2.  1.  Sam*  y  ixil - x:16. 
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is  desirable  In  Israel?  Is  it  not  for  thee  and 

1. 

all  thy  father’ s  house# ”  3o  deeply  impressed 
is  Samuel  with  Saul’s  ability  that  after  ma,king 
known  to  him  the  needs  of  Israel, and  persuading 
him  of  his  ability  to  lead  the  people, he  secretly 
anoints  him  as  king.  This  incident  stands  out 
prominently  as  showing  the  power  and  influence 
'^■amuel  had  in  Israel.  Though  not  a  king  he  had 
power  to  make  or  unmake  them  at  the  will  of 
Yahweh.  It  will  seem  that  in  this  narrative  there 
is  no  opposition  to  the  establishment  of  the 
monarchy.  It  would  seem  that  Samuel  was  anxious 
to  establish  it  .  Kittel  suggests  that  even  though 
the  beginning  of  the  monarchy  according  to  this 
document  seemed  a  happy  con summation, there  might 

have  been  sincere  doubts  in  the  mind  of  both  the 

2. 

people  a,nd  the  seer. 

The  later  account  (Sra)  besides  be¬ 
traying  a  decided  theological  bias  on  the  Deuter- 

1.  1.  Sam.  ix:  20. 

2.  op* cit.  Kittel  vol.ll  p.  112. 
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onornlc  line, reveals  a  decided  brec-^Jk:  in  the  rela¬ 
tions  between  Samuel  and  Saul.  Bailey  and  Kent 

1. 

consider  four  possible  reasons  for  this  breah. 
First, there  was  Saul’s  Advanced  ruling  that  all  vti 
wizards  and  necromancers  and  mediums  be  banished 
from  the  land”;  se  cond,  ”Sau-l  was  too  little  con¬ 
siderate  of  Samuel’s  prestige”;  third, Saul’s 
ingrowing  melancholia^ or  his  occasional  rashness, 
convinced  Samuel  of  a  fatal  weaicness  in  the  new 
ruler” ;  fourth,  ”Sainuel,as  guardian  of  Israel’s 
democratic  spirit , feared  that  Saul  v/as  becoming 
a^utocratic  rather  than  the  chief  counsellor  that 
his  title  implies.”  These  are  largely  gathered 
from  the  (Sm)  document.  Kit  tel  on  the  other  hand 
hesitates  to  make  any  suggestions  as  to  the 
reasons  behing  the  break.  ”Y/hat  the  real  ground 
of  the  unfortunate  rupture  was  we  do  not  know, 
the  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  Agag 
and  the  spoil  may  have  brought  matters  to  a 

2. 

crisis, but  cannot  have  been  the  only  reason.” 

1.  op.cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.91. 

2.  op.  Git.  Kittel  vol.  11.117. 
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Instead  of  suggesting  th.st  Saul’s  “growing  melan¬ 
cholia”  was  a  reason  for  the  break ,Kittel  is 
inclined  to  think  the  “growing  melancholia”  was 
due  to  the  break*  Samuel  considered  himself  as  the 
guardian  of  the  ancestral  rights  of  Israel.  He 
could  see  the  tendency  of  the  monarchy  under  the 
hand  of  Saul, and  the  possibility  that  many  of 
these  ancestral  ri.^ts  would  be  lost  as  the  mon¬ 
archy  developed, so  he  voiced  his  objection.  Yet 
at  this  point  one  ought  to  recall  the  (Sm)  document 


1. 


where  Samuel  goes  and  anoints  David.  This  mi^it 
suggest  that  Samuel  had  still  hope  for  the  monarchy 
were  Saul  removed  from  control. 


^he  conclusion  would  seem  to  be  that 


Saul  had  not  proved  a  success.  While  administering 
a  severe  blow  to  the  Ammonites, he  had  signally 
failed  to  quell  the  Philistine  invasion.  Both  doc¬ 
uments  indicate  this;  “Anti  there  was  sore  war  against 

2. 

the  Philistine  all  the  days  of  Saul”  If  we  con¬ 
sider  the  death  of  Saul  we  are  led  to  believe  that 

3. 

the  Philistines  were  strong  in  the  land. 

It  would  seem  that  Samuel  exercised 
1.  l.Sam.  xvi :  1--13  (Sm) 


2.  1.  Sam  xiv:  52. 
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more  powers  of  autocracy  than  did  Saul.  His  position 
and  word  seem  to  have  more  weight  and  authority.  It 

was  from  Samuel’s  hand  that  Saul  received  the  king- 

1. 

ship.  It  was  Saiauel  who  sought  out  the  youthful 

2. 

David  and  anointed  him.  Tiie  dispute  between  the 
two  men  can  hardly  have  been  one  concerning  the 
growing  power  of  autocracy.  Can  the  crux  of  the 
situation  lie  in  a  religious  contention?  We  sliould 
ever  remember  that  Samuel  is  the  chamx^ion  of  Yahweh. 
Any  event  in  the  life  of  Saul  contrary  to  the  will 
of  Yahweh, or  any  omraission  to  carry  out  the  will 
of  Yahv/eh,wo uld  receive  a  severe  rebuke  from  the 
prophet#  This  thought  is  well  illustrated  injthe 
record  we  have.  Samuel  condemns  the  ill-advised 
sacrifice  of  Saul.  To  us  this  does  not  seem  an  act 
calling  for  such  drastic  treatment , but  to  Samuel 
who  was  such  an  intense  devotee  of  Yahweh  the  act 
merited  the  loss  of  the  kingship;  "And  Samuel  said 
unto  Saul,’ Thou  hast  done  foolishly; for  thou  hast 

1.  1.  Sam  x:  1.  fsi) 

2.  l.Sfeam  xvl :  13.  (Sm) 
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not  kept  the  commandment  of  Yal-iweh,thy  God, which 
he  commanded  thee; for  now  would  Yc^hweh  have  estab¬ 
lished  thy  kingdom  upon  Israel  for  ever*  But  nov/ 
thy  kingdom  shall  not  continue  :Yahweh  hath  souglit 
him  a  man  after  his  own  heart , appointed  him  to 

he  prince  over  his  people, because  thou  hast  not 

1* 

kept  that  which  Yahweh  commanded  thee’”  Then 
consider  the  document  telling  of  the  disobedience 
of  Saul  on  the  defeat  of  the  Amalekites ;  ”V/herefore 
then, didst  thou  not  obey  the  voice  of  Yahweh?#.... 

Because  thou  hast  rejected  the  word  of  Yahweh  he. 

2. 

hath  also  rejected  thee  from  being  king.”  Again 
we  must  assert, the  cause  of  the  rupture  seems  to 
have  been  grounded  in  religion.  One  sometimes 
wonders  if  it  did  not  centre  itself  in  a  decided 
difference  in  religious  ideas, rather  than  in 
Saul’s  disobedience  to  the  word  of  Yahweh.  V/e  must 
remember  these  are  doc'uments  favourable  to  Samuel. 
V/as  Saul  more  advanced  in  his  religious  ideas  than 
Samuel?  His  endeavour  to  rid  the  land  of  wizards 

1.  1.  Sam  xiii;  13,14. 

2.  1.  Sam  XV :  19,23. 
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etc#  might  suggest  a  clue  to  the  solution.  This 

act  might  have  been  a  direct  blow  at  the  prophetic 

school  which  Samuel  used  to  further  his  purposes* 

While  Samuel  marked  a  transition  period  when  the 

seer  was  gradually  changing  into  the  prophet, he 

v/ould  still  feel  himself  bound  to  the  old  school, 

and  there  is  no  doubt  that  wizardry  and  necromancy 

-  m  - 

were  part  of  the  stocky  of  the  seers* 

It  should  be  remembered  that  during 
Saul’s  eventful  reign  the  ark  of  Yahweh  reposed 
on  foreign  territory.  Ko  doubt  to  a  lover  of 
Yahweh  such  as  Samuel  this  would  be  a  very  severe 
blow.  Even  this  might  have  been  a  point  of  cleav¬ 
age  between  seer  and  king.  As  the  rule  of  Saul 
continued  the  break  between  seer  and  king  grew 
more  serious.  Kittel  infers  that  this  break  grad¬ 
ually  undermined  the  health  of  Saul.  “According  to 
all  appearance  Saul  was  an  impetuous , sanguine 
spirit ,bouyed  up  success, depressed  by  misfor¬ 

tunes.  llo  wonder  if  the  unenviable  position  he  was 

1. 

in  proved  too  much  for  his  strength." 

1.  op.  cit.  Kittel  vol.  11  page  118. 
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spirit  of  Yahweh  departed  fcom  Saul  and  an  evil 

1. 

spirit  from  Yahweh  troubled  him#"  Later  this 
same  spirit  of  dejection  developed  into  jealousy, 
showing  itself  in  '*wild  outbreaks  of  frenzy.” 
Though  this  condition  went  from  bad  to  worse  it 
is  very  significant  that  few  great  men  broke 
away  from  him.  Even  ”up  to  the  eve  of  the  catas¬ 
trophe  (Gilboa)  no  prominent  Israelite , except 
Lavi d, openly  broke  away  from  him, a  fact  most 
extraordinary  when  one  considers  the  anarchy 

n 

that  preceeded  him.”  Some  even  question  whether 
the  trouble  with  David  can  be  actually  called  a 
“break”. 


In  summing  up  the  work  of  Saul  v/e 
must  be  careful  lest  we  place  too  great  emphasis 
on  the  (Sm)  narratives.  V/hile  at  his  death  we  see 
the  Philistines  in  the  ascendancy, and  while  the 
monarchy  seems  to  go  to  pieces  daring  his  rule, 
and  w?aile  he  alienates  men  like  Samuel, he  does 

seem  to  have  brought  a  measure  of  freedom  to  the 

1.  1.  Sam  xvi :  14. 

2.  op.  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.  97. 
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Israelites#  He  certainly  paved  the  way  to  that 
larger  measure  of  freedom  the  kingdom  achieved 
under  the  leadership  of  David.  He  also  made  it 
clear  that  no  longer  as  a  group  of  Israelites 
could  they  find  freedom  hy  acting  as  separate 
tribes.  The  old  ancestral  rights, the  old  desert 
liberty, which  Israel  brouglit  with  her  from  the 
desert  into  Canaan  were  beginning  to  change.  It 
would  seem  4s  if  the  kingship  was  teaching 
those  people  that  their  idea  of  freedom  and 
liberty  must  accommodate  itself  to  nev/  condi¬ 
tions.  The  early  years  of  the  monarchy  shov/  us 
a  transition  period  filled  with  many  difficulties 
and  serious  problems. 

The  Monarchy  under  David. 

With  the  death  of  Saul  the  monarchy 
seemed  to  break  in  pieces,  '^he  Philistines  were 
dominant  in  the  land, David  held  his  power  as  a 
vassal  of  the  Phil i st ines ,whil e  Es|sbaal,the  son  of 
Saul , maintained  a  sort  of  rule  at  Mahanaim.  Part 
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of  Israel  followed  Eshbaal , while  a  few  followed 

UavicU  The  record  tells  us  Eshbaal  was  king  in 

1. 

Llahanaiin  and  that  Gilead,  the  Ashurites,  Jezreel , 
Ephraim, and  Benjamin  and  all  Israel  followed 
him, while  Judah  went  with  I)a\rid.  For  over  seven 
years  Israel  had  this  double-headed  lead¬ 

ership,  a  situation  quite  satisfactory  to  the 
Philistines, as  the  leaders  of  both  factions  would 
be  regarded  as  vassals  of  Philistia#  "David* s 
problem  v/as  now  threef  old:f  i  rst  ,how  to  win  over 
the  northern  tribes;  second, hov/  to  retain  the 
loyalty  of  the  pov/erful  and  Jealous  Judah, while 
coquetting  with  its  rivals  to  the  north; third, 

how  to  extricate  himself  from  his  vassalage  to 

2. 

the  Philistines”  This  situation  involved  a 
complete  unification  of  Israel  againgst  the 
common  foe, the  Philistines.  First  of  all, however, 
the  Israelites  had  to  pass  through  seven  years 
of  civil  war,v;hen  there  were  virtually  two 

leaders  of  the  realm.  After  Es|ao<aal  had  been  dis- 

1 .  2 .  o  am.  i  i  •  3  « 

2.  op.  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.  99. 


-  "  '■■  •  '  ,  '''''  '■  ■  ■  -  ■ 

Ij  v.  •,■ '  ;  ;,c>''’t  I 

ft«Te.-  -isv".  "v*  .•;  ivaiV  4i*-i:w  d-!:9v?  :is-tut  ©Xii'iw  ;?f-l:: 

..^  -  -.  ‘.X,afe  Xis#'ifeX  :X>s»rs«i.  £:-4-:--< 

»i--;j'  i.-t  Yi'"' -  ■vJ-tvV  f Tf.V.i'i-sa 

bi^c\)’  mm.  ml  ^ 

£  '\~.-.-‘Cd-  .  .iiixei  f-Lv:  ?,;»  #l«>a®v‘  R*  rvXT^-B-®'*'  "  ^' 

V^vo  ;it>^  ..  wU-Sg-r-rX:*'  X:'>&s'XiW 

..:;?  ff?c,.XX*r»4 

■..di  ,  U'-^.-;/ t^Ja^4ft4v /'‘‘'V  - 

'^'  '  -  '  .  ■  ...  ■  '  ■  -  ’ 

.  ^‘J  i.;-:;  ;  :>--c..-  ^u.-^  c  ;V  .^X.>^vc;T rlJ' L, v“ 

. •' ,  :  ,  ..  ■  IT' 

r  r';nv;i  t  -  is^^'  X  '  I'^'w 

i^.iz  X^ -.>‘J:>?'ifc  '^'C'  H v' fc/X  0  X  X.X i t 

i  ’c  ,:vN;at>XtXinn 

*,■•  „  ■  .  ;;».'"  s '•  ■r:;^';  -  ••  x'-'  tr-^'XiPiX 

-  C^y  \  ,...'r;:  ^  "  ‘;-  ;•  v  c-  •'  ;4  •. •  'S'iT}';!  X  ' a.  ■  ,^.V  j" X  v  14:^  0 

-•■  ^*  x.-^Q  :  ■:  X-  rV  m;::'L- ■•■■■. 'V  '>0  v  X 

^■--  ;  ,,k;XX  '  ^  .r 

.'■'  vi.  :‘?;.JK-  U-  .qo  ;•'' 


42 


posed  of, and  thus  apparently  the  house  of  3aul(with 
the  exception  of  Jonathan's  son  ,Llephibo  f^eth)had  dds 
appeared, the  way  seemed  open  for  a  union  of  forees. 
The  tribes  of  Israel  c.me  to  DcX'vid  in  Hebron  and 
reminded  him  of  what  Yahweh  had  once  said  to  him, 

”Thou  shalt  feed  my  people, Israel , and  thou  shalt 

1. 

be  a  prince  over  Israel.”  The  passage  then  goes 
on  to  state  that  ”all  the  elders  of  Israel  came  to 
the  king  in  Hebron, and  king  David  made  a  covenant 
v/ith  them  in  Hebron  before  Yahweh, and  they  anointed 
David  king  over  Israel.” 

At  one  stroke  David  solved  his 
problems.  The  covenant  between  the  tribes  and 
David  signified  unity.  The  allegiance  which  had 
been  Hshbaal’s  was  transferred  to  him, and  as  king 

'  of  Israel  he  became  guardian  of  the  rights  and 

2. 

I  liberties  of  Israel.  This  was  the  very  thing 
,  that  David  wanted.  Very  true  the  Philistines  saw 
!  the  import  of  this  covenant  and  at  once  broke 

I  into  Judah  and  David  had  to  flee  to  the  stronghold 

i 

I  1.  2.  Sam  V :  1 ,2. 

I  2.  op.  cit.  Kittei  vol  11  p.  151. 
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of  Adullani#  Allowing  himself  tame  to  gather  his 
forces, he  finally  sacceeded  in  inflicting  a  blow 
upon  tlie  Philistines  which  sent  them  back  to 

their  own  territory  suffering  severe  losses, and 

1. 

even  sacrificing  their  gods  in  battle*  Kittel 
makes  a  valuable  point  here  when  he  says: "Had  he 
(David)  only  accomplished  the  one  thing  to  which 
he  had  been  in  the  first  place  called- ----the 
deliverance  of  Israel  from  the  yoke  of  the  Phil¬ 
istines - he  would  be  the  greatest  man  Israel 

2. 

had  produced  since  Hoses*"  '‘But  his  aim  v/as 
still  higher*  Israel  must  not  only  be  free; it 
must  also  be  able  to  use  its  freedom*  This  can, 
in  any  circumstances , only  be  the  case  when  a 

nation’s  freedom  is  accomplished  by  national 

3* 

unity  and  strength*"  It  is  to  be  noted  that 

all  the  glories  of  Israel  were  wrapped  up  in 

the  days  v/hen  Israel  had  been  united.  Even  in 

David’s  day  there  would  be  vdistinct  recollection 

of  the  power  of  Moses, the  unity  under  Deborah 

and  Barak, and  of  the  limited  achievements  of 
1.  2  Sam  v:17-21* 

2*  op.  cit.  Kittel  voi.  11, page  153. 

3. 
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Saul#  But  David  i^aw  much  farther  than  Saul.  His 
political  as  well  as  religious  insight  went  far 
beyond  what  Saul  ever  dreamed.  To  mahe  a  nation 
become  conscious  of  its  nationality, to  make  a 
nat i on  r  eal i ze  its  c  cmpl et e  dependence  upon  God 
for  religious  and  spiritual  guidance, is  an  achieve 
ment  given  to  few  men.  Ho  wonder  that  Israel  for 
many  years  knew  no  greater  king  than  David* 

Having  achieved  siiccess  in  face  of 
the  Philistine  aggres8ion,David  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  neighouring  tribes.  Ke  trampled  Moab 
into  harmlessness  by  capturing  its  whole  army 

1. 

and  putting  to  death  two  men  out  of  every  three. 

2. 

Arnon  next  received  severe  chastisement.  The 
Edomites  and  their  Bedouin  nei ghbours , the  Amalek- 
ites  were  also  dealt  with.  The  record  seems  only 

too  true,”And  Yahweh  gave  victory  to  David  v/hither 

3. 

soever  he  went.*’  The  result  was  that  in  a  few 
short  years  David  had  made  great  extensions  to  the 
kingdom  of  Israel.  ■HS  had  ’’built  up  a  little 

1.  2. Sam  viii :2. 

2.  2. Sam  xii : 26-31. 

3.  2. Sam  viii:14. 
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empire  that  extended  from  the  territory  of  the 
Philistines  and  Phoenicia  on  the  west, to  the 
desert  on  the  east, and  from  the  Gulf  of  Akabali 
on  the  south  to  Damascus  on  the  iiorth.  Following 
the  conquests  came  trade, and  with  trade  came  more 
wealth  and  a  "broader  outlook.  The  hebrev/  farmers 

”  1. 

were  in  a  fair  way  to  become  citizens  of  the  world. 

Reasons  for  David^  s  Success. 

"^0  organize  and  maintain  such  an  empire 
as  he  had  built  up, David  was  far  seeing  enough  to 
realise  tliat  it  could  not  be  accomplished  bf  a 
voluntary  army  such  as  Deborah  hiad  called  together, 
nor  even  b\|  such  an  army  as  Saul  iiad  gathered.  To 
achieve  and  maintain  military  success  there  must 
be  military  power.  David  unconsciously  paved  the 
way  to  that  larger  military  expansion  which  took 
place  in  the  days  of  Solomon,  how  while  the  army 
could  always  prove  what  it  had  accompli  shed, while 
it  could  alv/ays  point  to  extensions  of  territory 
here  and  there,  it  was,rin  these  daysman  institution 
that  was  alien  to  the  life  of  Israel.  I  refer  now 
1.  op.cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.  105. 
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to  a  standing  army.  Israel  had  not  been  accustomed 
to  such, and  in  the  minds  of  thinking  mei:  there  was 
raised  a  serious  question  mark. 

However , Israel  achieved  great  liberty 
under  the  leadership  of  David.  Q,uite  true  it  was 
a  liberty  which  differed  considerably  from  that 
which  the  tribes  h;ad  enjoyed  as  they  came  into 
Canaan.  They  began  life  in  the  new  land  by  each 
tribe  fighting  for  its  ancestral  rights, but  in 
the  days  of  David  the  tribes  were  learning  to 
unify  their  efforts  to  one  end.  Ho  unification 
had  been  so  complete  as  that  under  David.  It  wo'uld 
seem  that  at  this  time  there  was  an  honest  endeav¬ 
our  to  sink  certain  tribal  and  individual  differ¬ 
ences  in  a  larger  federation.  Hot  that  we  are 
saying  she  pvchieved  it.  And  v/hile  this  unification 
under  David  would  certainly  mean  less  tribal  and 
individual  liberty, it  certainly  gave  to  the  nation 
peace ,prosperity  and  trade. 

Then  another  important  feature  of  the 
success  of  David  is  found  in  the  religious  spirit 
he  showed.  Considering  the  records  as  a  faithful 
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report  of  the  coniitions  of  the  age, we  may  safely 
say  that  David  was  a  faithful  and  whole-hearted 
devotee  of  Yahweh.  That  which  endeared  him  to  all 
Israel  was  the  restoration  of  the  ark  of  Yahweh 
from  its  long  exile.  The  prevalent  religious 
belief  in  Israel  v/as  that  the  nation  could  expect 
the  blessing  of  Yahweh  if  his  earthly  dwelling 
place  was  in  their  midst*  Dor  three  hundred  years 
this  shrine  had  been  the  centre  of  the  religious 
affection  of  the  people*  V/ith  this  object  of 
devotion  on  all  his  military  campaigns  David 
knev/  he  would  enlist  the  sympathy  of  the  people, 
and  build  up  national  loyalty*  For  we  should 
always  remember  the  cause  was  not  merely  Israel’s 
alone, but  also  Yahweh* s*  Religion  and  patriotism 
were  united*  ’'Israel  is  Yahweh*  3  people*  God, 

I* 

people, and  land  are  inseparably  bound  together*" 

Failings, and  V/aning  Popularity* 

The  success  and  popularity  of  David 
cannot  be  questioned.  "If  he  could  have  died  at 
1.  op. cit*  Kittel  vol*  11* 
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this  time  (the  height  of  his  sue  cesses)  he  v»/ould  have 
been  foi^tunate#”  He  had  made  Israel  conscious  of 
its  nationhood,  rought  peace  to  a  troubled 
people, and  he  had  restored  to. its  rightful  place 
the  shrine  of  the  nation’s  religion.  Hoted  achieve¬ 
ments  are  these, but  the  later  years  of  the  king’s 
life  were  shiTouded  in  intrigue  and  civil  war.  As 
the  success  of  the  great  monarch  cannot  be  questioned 
so  his  waning  |>opularity  cannot  be  questioned. 

Bailey  and  Kent  suggest  three  reasons  for  this  de- 

^  1. 

Cline  in  popularity.  First, the  notorious  treatment 
of  Uriah  during  the  i^mmonite  war ;  second,  the  laxness 
with  which  David  governed  his  own  household, causing 
to  flourish  a  generation  of  passionate  and  self- 
indulgent  princes ; third, the  mutual  jealousies  and 
feuds  of  the  Hebrev/  tribes.  One  ought  to  add  to 
these  the  fatal  choice  of  the  capital  city.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  second  anointing  of  David 
took  place  at  Hebron, the  city  of  Judah.  But  it  was 
clear  that  Hebron  could  not  become  the  capital, for 
to  have  chosen  it, would  have  alienated  the  northern 
tribes.  On  the  other  hand  he  could  not  take  his 
1.  op. cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  vol.  11. 
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national  centre  into  the  north, for  that  v/ould  cause 
dissension  in  the  south.  Avoiding  as  he  thought 
all  possible  j  ealousies ,h  e  chose  the  city  of  Jebus 
still  held  by  the  Amorltes.  By  a  skilful  strais’egy 
he  took  the  city, and  thus  Jerusalem  as  capital  of 
Israel  entered  upon  its  long  eventful  career.  “David 
saw  deeper  than  Saul.  If  Saul  was  an  able  warrior, 
who, when  he  had  put  back  his  sword  into  its  sheath, 
returned  to  his  oxen  in  Gibeah, David  v/as  a  born 
ruler.  Ke  knew  that  religion  and  national  life 
needed  a  centre, unity  a  point  of  support , national 
life  a  rallying  place---in  short, that  the  land, if 
it  was  to  maintain  its  unity  and  freedom, needed  a 

capital  that  would  be  worthy  of  the  monarchy  and 

1. 

would  guarantee  its  stability.”  But  we  ought  to 
keep  in  mind  that  this  was  a  new  idea  among  the 
people  of  Israel.  Th  centre  political  and  relig¬ 
ious  authority  in  one  special  place  was  an  idea 
not  very  kindly  received  by  the  Israelites.  They 
feared  its  consequences.  It  was  in  Jerusalem  that 
David  kept  his  standing  army, it  was  in  this  city 
1.  op. cit.  Klttel  vol.  11, p. 154. 
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also  that  he  introduced  his  harem, and  both  these 
features  of  David’ s  rule  smacked  stron^y  of 
oriental  despotism* 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  when 
the  revolt  of  Absalom  occurred  it  was  in  Hebron  that 
the  rebel  standard  was  set  up.  Bailey  and  Kent 
suggest  that  the  people  of  Hebron  had  never  for¬ 
given  David  for  removing  the  capital  from  that  place. 
Moreover, it  would  seem  tliat  David  had  only  a  few 
supporters  when  Absalom  dared  to  oppose  him*  Is  it 
t-hi©  possible  that  this  was  the  answer  a  free  people 
gave  to  their  king?  Is  it  possible  that  this  was 
a  v/ay  which  the  people  chose  to  remind  their  king 
that  a  glorified  empire  with  extensive  boundaries 
were  not  the  things  the  people  expected  from  the 
monarchy?  Or  had  the  people  not  yet  lea.rned  the 
lesson  v/hich  was  being  constantly  called  to  their 
minds  in  the  development  of  the  monarchy; namely, 
that  individual  liberties  must  be  surrendered  for 
tha  larger  liberties  of  the  nation; and  so  they 
became  easy  victims  of  the  flatteries  of  Absalom? 
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rowever,we  have  to  record  that  the 
despotic  power  of  the  king*  won  out#  At  the  close 
of  the  rebellion  David  was  once  again  reigning  in 
pomp  in  his  capital  city.  He  had  weathered  the 
stoKin,and  he  was  gathered  to  his  fathers  bequeathing 
the  empire  to  his  son, Solomon.  However, this  did  not 
come  to  pass  until  his  faithful  and  trusty , though 
unscrupulous , general ,Joab  had  brought  all  Israel 
into  submission  by  the  sword,  "^here  would  seem 
much, in  the  declining  years  of  David, to  suggest 
that  disaffection  was  beginning  to  show  itself 
in  the  kingdom, and  that  this  disaffection  arose 
through  a  type  of  despotism  creeping  into  the  court 
of  David. 

The  Road  of  Oriental  Autocracy. 

As  a  successor  to  David, Solomon 
entered  upon  a  rich  inheritance.  Israel  had  never 
stood  so  high  in  her  own  estimation, and  in  the 
estimation  of  her  neighbours.  She  had  achieved  her 
position  by  unifying  her  forces  to  a  common  end, 
that  of  the  continuance  of  the  monarchy^  The  task 
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of  Solomon  wag,”to  preserve  what  David  had  estab¬ 
lished  and  to  maintain  and  strengthen  it.  His 
foreign  policy  must  be  to  maintain  the  extraordinary 
predominance  that  Isra^  had  woniat  home  he  had  to 
render  permanent  the  unification  of  the  tribes  that 

David  had  accompli shed, and  bind  Israel  to  the  house 

1. 

of  the  great  king.”  Was  Solomon  equal  to  the  task? 
His  foreign  policy  seemed  to  reach  out  farther  than 
that  of  David*  s,but  he  failed  to  preserve  the  realm. 

^n  hearing  of  the  death  of  David  and 
the  murder  of  the  great  leader , Jo ab ,Hadad  of  Edom, 
who  had  managed  to  escape  to  Egypt  when  David  had 
nearly  exterminated  Edom, revolted, and  Solomon  never 
raised  a  finger  in  protest.  Encouraged  by  this 

Rezon,the  Aramean, tried  his  hand  at  revolt  and 

3. 

also  succeeded.  Solomon  seemed  powerless  to  stop 
these  revolts.  One  can  Imagine  how  David  would  have 
dealt  with  such  situations  on  accession  to  his  throne. 
Kittel  infers  that  while  these  incidents  would  act 

as  a  check  upon  Solomon  and  his  schemes  they  did 

4  . 

not  signify  much.  On  the  other  Bailey  and  Kent  can 

1.  op.  cit.  Kittel  vol.  11  p.  183. 

2.  1  Kings  xi  :14. 

3.  1  Kings  xi:23. 

4.  op. cit.  Kittel  vol  ll.p.l85. 
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easily  **see  that  a  large  part  of  Solomon*  s  income 
vanished  with  these  revolts#  To  recoup  himself 

he  had  to  resort  to  forced  labour  and  oppressive 

1. 

taxes  at  home.  **  Thus  it  was  tx  Solomon*  s  absolute 
indifference  which  partly  led  to  his  ruin.  This 
indifference  began  when  he  failed  to  hold  intact 
the  realm  which  David  had  left. 

Of  course  one  ought  not  to  forget 
the  great  difference  between  the  two  monarchs. 

David  had  been  reared  in  the  stern  school  of  danger 
and  self-denial , while  Solomon  had  been  exposed  all 
his  life  to  the  gorgeous  display  of  the  court.  David 
was  a  born  soldier  and  fi ghter, while  Solomon  nev/ 
iLttle  of  the  arts  of  war.  Those  despotic  traits 
which  appeared  occasionally  in  David  (only  to  be 

suppressed)  were  a  fundamental  part  of  his  son, 

2. 

Solomon.  David  new  very  well  where  his  power  lay, 
he  knew  that  the  free-loving  Israelites  would  not 
countenance  any  undue  autocracy.  It  is  possible 
that  Solomon  knew  the  same  things, but  he  never 
would  recognize  them. 

1.  op. cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.  123. 

2.  op. cit.  Fittel  vol  11  p.  186. 
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Consider  also  this  fact: it  would 

have  rejoiced  the  heart  of  David  to  have  "built  a 

magnificent  temple  to  Yahweh#  Certain  it  is  that 

he  possessed  more  religious  insight  than  did  Solomon, 

and  without  a  dou"bt  he  was  a  more  devoted  Yahweh- 

wotshipper ,"but  he  knev/  that  the  character  of  the 

people  was  such  as  would  not  take  kindly  to  the 

expenditure  involved  in  such  a  scheme*  With  Solomon, 

a  consideration  for  the  people  was  the  last  thing 

in  his  mind*  In  his  building  of  the  temple  he 

ignored  all  tribal  divi si ons,and  distinction, and 

divided  all  Israel , without  regard  to  tribe, into 

twelve  districts, placing  superintendents  over  each 
1% 

division*  Though  this  was  done  for  the  purpose 
of  taxation, it  was  a  fatal  mistake*  It  tended  to 
break  up  the  unity  which  David  had  been  encouraging. 

ITov;  Solomon’s  great  enterprise 
required  money*  He  was  ready  to  mortgage  the  cities 
of  Galilee  to  King  Hiram  of  Tyre  if  only  he  could 
get  what  he  wanted*  Hebrews  as  well  as  Canaanites 
suffered  from  the  exorbitant  taxation  as  the  temple 
1*  1  Kings  iv:  7-- -19* 
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of  Yahweh  was  raised  In  Jerusalem.  This  must  have 
been  galling  to  the  people  of  Israel.  What  a 
contrast  we  have  here  to  the  simple  court  and 
realm  of  '^aul  and  T)avid.  And  worse  to  state,  ”there 

was  just  as  little  regard  for  the  freedom  as  for 

1. 

the  property  of  the  subjects.” 

Another  feature  should  not  be 
overlooked, that  is, the  way  in  which  Solomon  came 
to  power  on  the  throne.  The  narrative  in  the 
first  two  chapters  of  1  Kings  would  lead  us  to 
think  that  Solomon  took  up  his  duties  under 
justifiable  conditions.  David  having  made  a 
promise (though  there  is  ho  record  of  it, and  the 
la.w  of  primogeniture  ought  to  have  held  good) that 
Solomon  should  reign  at  his  death  gave  Solomon 
the  ri^it  of  way; while  Adonijah  was  regarded  as 
a  usiirper.  Adonijah  did  not  Improve  the  situation 
when, after  the  accession  of  Solomon  he  asked  for 
the  hand  of  the  pretty  Shunamite  nurse  who  had 
cared  for  David  during  his  last  days.  This, on  the 
very  face  of  it  in  those  days, showed  an  ulterior 
1.  op.cit.  KITTEL  vol  11  p.l87. 
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motive#  There  was  nothing  to  do  then  but  get  rid 
of  Adonljah  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Still  another  matter  ought  to  be 
remembered.  During  the  last  days  of  David, the  old 

king  reminded  Solomon  of  the  blood-stains  on  the 

1. 

house  of  Joab,  and  Solomon  took  it  upon  himself 
to  see  that  Joab  did  not  "go  down  to  the  grave  in 

peace.”  Even  the  sanctity  of  the  altar  was  not 

2. 

sufficient  to  save  the  blood  of  Joab^  Then 

Abiath8r,the  high  priest  of  the  house  of  Eli  was 

3. 

banished,  while  Shimei  was  ordered  never  to  leave 
Jeru  ?alem. 

Some  writers  are  of  the  opinion  that 
Solomon  won  his  way  to  the  throne  by  clever  intrigue. 
Bathsheba  and  Bathan  tricked  the  old  king  into 
sanctioning  a  promise  he  never  made.  Having  by  this 
trickery  put  Solomon  on  the  throne, the  only  way  in 
which  he  could  retain  his  position  and  make  it 

secure  was  by  wholesale  slaughter  of  those  who  were 

4. 

opposing  him.  Kittel  has  not  been  won  over  to  this 

position.  He  gives  good  reasons  in  favour  of  David 

Having  actually  given  the  instructions  in  1  Kings  1 

and  11. 

1#  1  Kings  ii:5  4.  op. cit. Kittel  vol  11 

2.  1  Kings  ii:23.34.  p.  180. 

1  Kin;y«  ii:  26 
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On  the  other  hand, in  our  study  these  facts  stand 
out:Solomon  had  good  grounds  for  fearing  Adonljah; 
he  had  still  better  grounds  for  fearing  the  great 

general  Joab,for  the  trusty^ had, on  more  than  one 

1. 

occasion, pointed  out  the  way  of  duty  to  David.  It 
is  singular  that  Solomon  upon  his  ‘accession  should 
have  to  kill  a  trusty  general, and  oust  an  able  high 
priest.  Whatever  the  records  may  say  to  defend  the 
action, if  we  place  this  alongside  his  later  acts, 
his  exorbitant  measures  of  taxation, and  his  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  the  appeals  of  his  people, we  are  led  to  assert 
that  he  was  a  thorough- going  autocrat.  ”By  these 
acts  of  blood- shed  Solomon  revealed  his  real  char¬ 
acter, and  paved  the  way  for  that  despotism  which 

2. 

di stinguished  his  reign.” 

Thus  we  may  candidly  say, Solomon’ s 
reign  is  a  demonstration  of  a  growing  dissatisfaction 
among  the  people, more  especially  the  notthern  tribes. 
He  was  a  slave  to  oriental  autocracy,  '^liat  he  was 
able  to  hold  together  his  kingdom  as  long  as  he  did 
was  not  due  so  much  to  his  own  talents  as  to  the  fact 

1.  e. g.  at  the  death  of  Absalom. 

2.  ”A  history  of  the  Hebrew  ?eople”Kent ( The  United 

Kingdom) p. 174. 


r;  ^  i'  V 

'••  ,  i-£\:i  ivo^v* 

-..  a^  afc-  n  '-  :- 

.  H.:i 

'  ^ 

'.yl^r:.:'T^  e:.' 

;  -io^.oao- 

ijv:-  ' 

V  -  w  &ar-  .  .:' .... 

■  '■  r:.  --  0  l;  o 

I 


C  , 

:  .niftfyftW  ■ 

:'S.U.y 

r,  ; 

.  ■  ■  5?  i:  i 

i 

■  ■”  .'*  ^. 

'l:E  ^ 

lU:  r 

■ ! 

od^ 

. .'  \,-  ■'. 

^  V. 

-y 

,  ■■<..  -  r  •;  ■  r 

•'  ;; 

■-.  .n  £ 

y:..  [ 

'  i 

U_.  -1  c  ^ 

— 

i 

•■  '  ■'  ; 

'  '  '  V  ]  ^ 

'  o 

> 

:,a''  - 

-r- 

■  S" 

'  i. 

- 

-  '•ifC;  L  .... 

-  y.  :.  i:  >^: 

Mifs.-' .. 

^o.iM  3 

V 

^  y^a."  vj-;4  r.avjhy,  ;:'ia  .  *';.'y 

'  '  . !'  '  ,  I::';  :}  iti  hhii?  ti- 


'  ***  4 

/.a- cr-'ra'‘;^;g:;  >r:/ 

:-•  ■  " >  c  ;f/^p  : 

.j;  -  yr^  h:  V 

:  .  ... ';..... 

y. '‘.j'.  ".':...•]  -.i?  -Z 

•■'  .'•  >.rC  jJ-f.:/*”' 

•  •  1- ■ : •"  ^' r  y  ;...^-^  ■  a  .-.  ' '^  0  yt  a-y;' 

\  -SfrC 

l'‘  dil  P.g--  * . 

■■  '■  ■ .  :"  •  -  i  td  c'  r'V  .r 

,£rn  a.iv/- 

zd-^-  n  r  ■ 

■'■.■.  Cr;-  ;y  r.  hd'i  C>s^  ■ 

'..  yf  sta:i  L  ‘•'. 

bb 


that  David  had  builded  wieely  and  well.  The  nev/ 
temple  by  which  he  hoped  to  perpetuate  hie  name 
wag  a  mere  mockery  ag  far  ae  it  repreeented  to 
the  people  the  dwelling-place  of  Yahweh;for  in 
the  sacred  precincts  abode  the  many  foreign  gods 
his  foreign  wives  had  brought  with  them.  Indeed 
we  may  say  this  was  his  crowning  sin, but  it  is 
part  and  parcel  of  that  despotic  spirit  that 
characterized  his  whole  reign. 

There  is  abundant  evidence  that 
during  the  last  days  of  Solomon’s  rule  the  kingdom 
was  disintegrating.  The  revolution  led  by 
Jeroboam, though  easily  allayed, si gnified  that 
certain  disruptive  forces  were  at  work. 

”A  Kingdom  Divided  against  Itself” 

As  a  result  of  things  which  happened 
in  the  reign  of  Solomon  we  find  the  old  emnity  break¬ 
ing  out  between  the  northern  tribes  and  the  house  of 
Jesse.  But  there  were  two  other  forces  which  entered 
into  this  severe  rupture  in  the  realm.  In  the  first 
place  there  was  the  objection  of  the  northern  people 
to  forced  labour, heavy  taxation, and  unreasonable 
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oppresgioii.  When  the  young  king.  Rehobo  am  gent  them 
guch  an  insolent  reply  the  burdens  they  carried 
seemed  a  hundred-fold  heavier.  In  the  secong  place, 
prophetism  of  the  northern  peoples  stood  behind 
this  demand  for  relief.  It  was  the  prophet  Ahijah 

who  had  urged  the  revolt  of  Jeroboam  in  the.  reign 

1. 

of  Solomon,  then  was  behind  this  prophetic 

demand?  There  are  indications  that  it  was  an 

endeavour  to  revert  to  ancient  trib^al  froms  of 

government,  ""he  northern  people  were  more  loosely 

held  together.  There  was  certainly  not  the  same 

homogeneity  among  them  as  existed  in  the  tribe  of 

Judah,  ^here  was  the  feeling  among  them  tliat  their 

ancient  ancestral  ri ghts, their  Independence, were 

being  swamped  in  union  with  the  other  tribes.  This 

had  been  a  point  of  argument  with  them  from  the 

days  of  the  partial  union  under  Barak  and  Deborah 

even  dov/n  to  the  great  king, David.  It  is  very 

possible, especially  when  one  considers  the  work 

of  Elijah, that  the  prophets  in  Israel  saw  this 

condit jon,and  favoured  the  division  of  the^monarchy 

in  the  hope  of  later  establishing  these  old  rights 

and  customs. 

1.  2  Kings  xi :26-40. 
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'^he  divj?3jon  of*  the  monarchy  wa??  not 
an  unralxev'^  bleRgjn^^#  It  uglier ed  in  a  periol  of 
internecine  war  which  very  materially  weakened 
both  kingdoms.  As  far  as  most  historiane  are 

concerned  this  was  a  period  when  nationality  de- 

1. 

dined.  One  wonders  if  the  freedom  gained  by  the 
northern  tribes  did  not  develop  into  license.  Of 
course  her  heritage  v/as  far  greater  than  that  of 
Judah  situated  among  her  limestone  rocks, and  barren 
country.  Her  geographical  condition  encouraged  a 
wealth  and  prosperity  that  Judah  could  never  hope 
to  attain  unto.  But  material  wealth  has  never  yet 
completely  made  a  nation, for  though  Judah  was  shorn 
of  much  of  her  possessions , she  had  great  and 
priceless  heritages  in  her  political  and  religious 
memories. 

Consider  the  manner  in  which  the 

reigns  of  power  shifted  from  family  to  family  and 

dynasty  in  Israel.  While  the  kingdom  may  have  been 

founded  on  a  popular  uprising, it  is  certain  that 

for  the  first  thirty- six  years  she  went  from  bad  to 

1.  op.  cit.  Kittel  vol  11.  See  diapter  of  **Decline 

of  nationality.” 
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worse, and  not  until  the  dynasty  of  Orari  arose  did 
she  reach  any  stable  government.  With  an  eye  to 
the  future  Omri  made  an  alliance  v/ith  Ethbaal  ,king 
of  Tyre,  for  Aha‘b,the  son  of  Omri,  to  marry  Jezebel 
the  Tyrian  king’ s  daugliter* 

The  Prophet  Eli jah--». Tyrian  Baalism  vs.  Primitive 

Yahwi sm. 

On  the  accession  of  Aha.b  to  the  throne 
of  Israel  great  changes  begin  to  take  place.  His 
Queen, Jezebel , brings  with  her  foreign  religious 
ideas  and  gods,  "^he  v/hole  system  of  Tyrian  Baalism 
was  introduced  into  the  life  of  Israel.  If  through 
this  alliance  Ahab  had  hoped  to  escape  the  coming 
Hemesis  he  was  sadly  raistvaken.  Ideas  of  morality 
a.nd  justice  such  as  Israel  had  not  been  accustomed 
to  came  with  this  foreign  religion.  Later  writers 
in  the  Book  of  Kings  see  in  this  alliance  the  down¬ 
fall  of  the  kingdom;and  while  the  picture  ma.y  be 
too  highly  coloured  in  places, the  general  features 
are  only  too  true. 
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Yet  while  the  division  of  the  kingdom  and  the  later 
Tyrian  alliance  may  have  proved  an  insufficient 
political  expedi ent , there  resulted  a  nSw  conception 
of  religion.  The  outstanding  feature  of  this  new 
idea  is  seen  in  the  conflict  between  the  monarchy 
and  Prophet  ism;  and  v/hile  this  conflict  may  have 
been  a  conflict  between  military  power  as  vested 
in  its  new  kings, and  the  desire  of  the  prophets 
to  return  to  old  political  forms  and  ancient  rights, 
it  took  a  new  form  on  the  introduction  of  Tyrian 
Baalism.  One  should  be  on  guard  here  in  accepting 
at  its  face  value  the  late  tradition  of  the  Book  of 
Kings  regarding  the  evil  doings  of  Ahab.  Possibly 
he  was  more  sinned  against  than  sinning.  His  evil 
genius  was  undoubtedly  his  wife , Jezebel.  In  spite 
of  leanings  to  Baal, he  still  clung  to  Yahweh  as  the 
national  God.  The  names  of  his  children  would  suggest 
thi  3. 

Bow  while  the  most  spectacular 
event  during  this  controversy  was  the  demonstration 
of  Yahweh^ s  power  on  Mount  Carmel, that  which  incensed 
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the  prophet, and  incurred  the  wrath  of  Yahv/eh,wa3 
the  roya?!.  crime  a3  it  affected  haboth  and  hi 3  vine¬ 
yard#  Of  course  both  incidents  are  of  a  piece#  The 
former  shows  the  indignation  of  Yahv/eh  when  his 
cultus  was  being  usurped  by  a  foreign  cult, the  latter 
shows  the  vengeance  he  was  to  bring  on  the  house  of 
Ahab  for  trampling  on  the  rights  of  a  commoner#  Y/hra,t 
affected  his  people  affected  Yahweh;and  what  affected 
Yahweh  affected  his  people# 

Of  course  Israel  had  throughtout 
her  history  faced  Baalism#  When  she  first  settled 
in  Canaan  it  was  clear  that  this  religion  of  the 
soil  would  have  to  be  faced.  Many  features  of 
Ganaanite  religion  were  taken  over  and  adopted  by 
Yahwism,and  ultimately  attributed  to  Hoses#  But 
this  new  type  of  Baalism  introduced  from  Tyre  had 
features  about  it  which  were  regardevl  with  suspicion 
by  the  prophets#  It  should  not  be  forgotten  th^at 
Tyre  was  a  despotic  and  autocratic  monarchy#  The 
king  did  not  receive  his  power  from  the  people; 
while  in  Israel  the  idea  still  prevailed  that  kingly 
authority  was  vested  in  the  people#  Very  true  the 
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tendency  to  regard  the  kingly  office  as  hereditary 
was  beginning  to  manifest  it  self,  but  the  people 
still  had  an  impoi’tant  voice  in  the  election  of 
their  king.  Jezebel  had  been  brought  up  in  a  court 
that  v>ras  extremely  autocratic#  Nothing  stood  in  the 
way  of  her  desires, or  if  it  did, it  v/as  summarily 
swept  aside#  The  Eebrey/  people  lr:id  not  been  trained 
in  this#  Thus  when  Ahab  returned  to  the  palace  one 
day  in  a  sulky  mood  because  he  liad  not  been  success¬ 
ful  in  achieving  his  desire  to  attach  the  property 
of  haboth  to  the  royal  ground, queen  J'ezebel  took  a 
hand  in  political  affairs#  She  held  no  moral  or 
religious  compunctions  v/hich  could  stop  her  from 
aquiring  what  she  wanted#  She  executed  a  plan  which 
in  an  incredibly  short  time  turned  over  the  estate 
of  haboth  to  Aliab#  Murder  and  stealing  were  not  a 
part  of  her  moral  training# 

The  prophet ,31 ij ah, came  on  the 
scene  with  his  stern  rebuke#  Ha  had  a  tradition 

behind  hiiia#  This  was  not  the  first  time  a  prophet 

WA  4  a  crime, 

had  rebuked  his  king#  A  moral  crime^ whether  done 
bf^  a  king  or  a  coimnoner#  Ulijah  felt  himself 
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supported  by  the  finest  feelings  of  hie  people. 

rf\e 

It  was  not  only  that^ hereditary  rights  of  Kaboth 
had  been  tr.impled  on, the  greater  fact  emerged, name¬ 
ly,  that  justice  had  been  dealt  a  blov/.  It  'was  a 
conflict  between  justice  and  de spot i sm, between 
ethical  rights  and  political  a'Utocrc'tcy.  hov/  the 
prophets  of  the  day, with  Elijah  as  leader, felt  that 
Yahweh  had  Scinctioned  the  rights  of  men  like  haboth, 
and  these  could  not  be  r'uthlessly  over-ridden.  Out 
of  this  struggle  emerged  a  new  and  lofty  conception 
of  God---a  conception  which  -was  to  take  on  even 
loftier  forms  in  the  days  of  the  later  prophets; for 
while  the  political  powers  of  the  nation  failed, the 
spiritual  and  moral  ideals  went  from  splendour  to 

splendour.  Harper  suggests  three  results  from  this 

1. 

str'uggle  between  Baalism  and  Yahv/ism:  (a)  Yahweh 
became  a  fod  irresistible  in  nature  anvd  among  the 
nations,v/hile  the  idea  of  a  merely  national  god 
was  outgrown:  (b)  He  became  a  god  who  was  the  moral 
ruler  of  his  people.  Yahv/eh*  s  rule  was  then  character¬ 
ized  by  justice.  The  work  of  the  two  prophets  llathan 
1.  L.  C.  C.  Amos  and  Kosea:  Harper  p. xciii  f. 
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and  Elijah  show  this:  (c)  Yahweh  was  alone  the  God 
of  Israel  and  he  only  rni/?ht  he  worshipped.  This  was 
the  truth  for  which  Elijah  contested , and  he  3ru\d  won. 
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Chapter  111> 

From  the  Prophet  Sllsha  to  the  Exile* 

Elijah^ s  experiment* 

how  while  Elijah  achieved  outstanding 
successes , one  is  incline.d  to  question  whetl.er  he 
ever  v\?oull  have, by  his  own  methods , reached  the  end 
for  which  he  strove , namely  the  overthrov/  of  the 
house  of  Cmri»  Clothing  his  desires  in  a  mask  of 
religious  seal, his  over-powering  motive  was  to  rid 
the  kingdom  of  the  dynasty  which  was  drawing  Israel 
away  from  its  pristine  form  of  Yahweh- worship, and 
national  liberty.  It  is  singular  that  it  took  a  man 
of  much  quieter  spirit, a  man  who  could  move  freely 
and  with  ease  among  courts  and  kings, to  hasten  “the 
day“»  While  we  shall  always  have  to  a^dmit  that  Elijah 
wa 3  t he  mas t  e r  spirit,  #io  dar  ed  t o  i n i t i at  e ,E1 i sha 

1. 

will  be  remembei^ed  as  the  man  who  completed  the  task. 
Q,uiet  though  Elisha  was  he  knew  when  the  time  to  strike 
had  come. 

1,  op.  cit.  Kent:  The  I)i  vided  K.iiigdom.  p.  52* 
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Ten  years  had  passed  after  the  death 
of  Ahah,  hut  in  his  successors  no  essential  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  policy  of  the  nation.  Baalism 
stood  supreme  in  the  land,  and  Jezehel  exercised  her 
old  authority.  The  injustice  meted  out  to  Naboth  by 
Ahab  was  not  forgotten.  The  prophet  Elisha  had  his 
eye  on  these  sores  in  the  national  life. 

Nowit  happened  that,  during  the 
reign  of  king  Joram,  Israel  went  on  one  of  her 
campaigns  against  the  Arameans  at  Ramoth  Gilead. 
During  the  engagement  the  king  sustained  a  wound 
which  caused  him  to  retire  to  Jexreel  to  recuperate. 
As  the  army  was  resting  in  Ramoth  Gilead  under  the 
command  of  Jehu,  Elisha  dispatched  one  of  his  dis¬ 
ciples  to  inform  Jehu  that  the  time  to  strike  was 
at  hand.  In  the  name  of  Yahweh  he  annointed  Jehu 
as  king  and  the  whole  army  accepted  the  revolution. 
One  is  reminded  of  Samuel  here  as  the  prophet  makes 
and  unmakes  kings  at  will. 

Jehu  seemed  onyl  too  ready  to  take 
up  the  work.  He  left  word  that  none  should  depart 
from  Ramoth  Gilead  te  tell  the  news.  He  took  a 
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chariot  and  a  email  body- guard  of  cavalry,  and 

started  post-haste  for  Jezreel  thirty  miles  away. 

1. 

Then  he  began  his  orgy  of  killing.  Meeting  Joram 
of  Israel  in  the  vineyard  of  TTaboth  he  sent  an  arrow 
through  him.  Entering  the  famed  city  of  Jezreel, 
the  notorious  Jezebel  was  thrown  from  her  window  to 
her  death  by  his  orders.  Nor  did  he  stop  iintil  all 
who  had  any  connection  with  the  royal  hous^old  were 
utterly  and  entirely  stamped  out.  With  the  royal 
household  went  also  the  priests  of  Baal.  Thus  in  a 
popular  uprising,  instigated  by  the  prophet  Elisha, 
Tyrian  Baalism  with  all  it  promoters  and  trans¬ 
planters  was  rooted  out. 

But  there  were  bitter  friuts  arising 

2. 

from  this  revolution.  The  nobility  of  the  nation 
was  weakened  beyond  repair;  men  experienced  in 
statecraft  were  put  to  the  sword;  the  sworn  enemy 
of  Jehu,  Athaliah,  came  to  the  throne  of  Judah;  and 
a  most  significant  fact  here  emerges,  that  when  the 
Assyrian  forces  later  ^appeared  on  Israelis  horizon 
Jehu  had  no  recourse  but  the  payment  of  tribute  to 
a  foreign  power.  The  Assyrian  monarch  swept  over 
the  two  kingdoms  and  to  a  large  extent  Jehu  was  to 

1.  2  Kings  ix:  10 

2.  op.  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.  1775^ 
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blame.  He  had  cleaned  house  too  well.  "Never  was 
there  a  more  significant  illustration  of  the 

principle  that  they  who  take  the  sword  shall  perish 

1. 

by  the  sword.” 

There  is  a  peril  in  new  found 
liberties.  One  is  inclined  to  ask  if  this  was  not 
an  example  of  liberty  tuiming  to  license?  Jehu’s 

scheme  might  have  been  useful  when  the  law  of  blood- 

2. 

revenge  was  most  sacred  to  Israel  as  desert  tribes^ 
but  Israel  was  now  many  years  removed  from  the 
desert.  To  wipe  out  all  the  nobility,  all  the  men 
of  leadership,  in  an  argy  of  blood  will  always 
raise  a  question  in  our  minds.  Though  it  may  have 
seemed  expedient,  it  was  certainly  not  political. 

In  the  whole  incident  one  can  see  the  master  mind 
of  Elijah.  It  was  an  endeavour  to  get  back  again 
to  those  primitive  liberties,  and  ideals  of  the 
Israelites  when  they  were  desert  tribes.  But  Israeli’s 
form  of  government,  her  civic  customs,  had  developed 
to  such  an  extent  that  she  could  mo  more  go  back  to 
(Customs  of  primitive  days.  We  are  here  forcibly 

1.  op.  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.  180 

2.  op.  cit.  Kittel  vol  11,  p.  302 
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reminded  that  Israel  is  for  ever  committed  to  a 
different  wqy  of  occomplishing  her  work  as  a  nation. 

Her  liberties  and  freedom  will  have  to  be  found 
through  other  means  than  that  of  shedding  the  blood 
of  her  own  people,  Elijah’s  experiment,  brought  to 
completion  in  Elisha,  signally  failed, 

1. 

"Indian  Summer” 

We  must  now  turn  our  attention  to 
a  period  in  Israel’s  life  which  has  been  termed  the 
"Indian  Summer"  because  of  the  wide-spread  pros¬ 
perity  and  wealth  prior  to  the  fall  of  the  northern 
kingdom.  With  the  accession  of  Jeroboam  11,  the  son  of 
Joash,  Israel  entered  upon  a  period  of  unparalleled 
success  and  prosperity.  Biblical  records  suggest 
to  us  that  Joash  extended  political  sway  over 

practically  all  of  David’s  kingdom,  from  Hamath  on 

2, 

the  north  to  the  Dead  Sea  on  the  south.  Yet  "we 
ought  not  to  forget  that  Jeroboam’s  successes  were 

possible  only  in  so  far  as  Assyria  allowed  him  a  free 

3, 

^hand"  The  Book  of  Kings  gives  us  a  very  meagre 
account  of  Jeroboam’s  reign  and  of  conditions  at 

1.  op,  cit  Bailey  and  Kent  p  184,  See  also 
Kent:  "Divided  Kingdom"p.  77 

2.  2  Kings  xiv:  25 

3.  Op,  cit,  Kittel  vol  11,  p.  295 
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that  time;  were  it  not  that  a  new  element  appeared 
in  Israel’s  life  we  should  have  little  upon  which  to 
form  judgment.  Prophets  were  husy  not  only  preach¬ 
ing,  hut  writing.  To  gain  a  knowledge  of  conditions 
in  these  "Indian  Summer”  days  we  need  to  study  the 
prophecies  of  Amos  and  Hosea. 

When  the  northern  kingdom  had 
attained  distinction  in  her  political  life,  when  the 

pov/er  of  the  nohles  had  increased  to  such  an  extent 

1. 

that  they  lived  in  the  very  lap  of  luxury,  when  the 

2 

poor  could  he  sold  for  the  debt  of  a  pair  of  shoes, 

when  the  palaces  of  the  nohles  were  filled  with  the 

3. 

fruits  of  their  violence,  then  it  seemed  to  the 

parophet  Amos  that  the  nation  needed  to  he  reminded  of 

the  principles  underlying  the  coMmonwealth  as  he 

conceived  them.  Kent  would  have  us  believe  that  "the 

principles  underlying  the  commonwealth  were 

essentially  democratic”  The  nation  had  been 

cradled  in  the  belief  of  a  popular  assembly,  or 

representative  council  of  elders.  Their  leader  was 

chosen  from  such  an  assembly,  and  being  so  chosen, 

was  a  servant  of  the  people.  Every  member  of  the 

commonwealth  had  inalienable  rights  which  the  leader 

was  bound  to  respect.  The  cases  of  David  and  Nathan 

1.  Amos  vi:  6.  2.  Amos  ii:  6,7, 

3.  Amos  iii:  10  4.  op.cit.  Kent : "Divided  King” 

o ,  86 
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Ahab  and  Elijah  are  sufficient  evidence  that  the  un¬ 
written  laws  and  customs  had  come  down  which  even 
a  king  must  not  violate.  While  Israel  did  copy  from 
neighbouring  nations  royal  glory,  and  pomp,  and 
pride,  she  never  allowed  herself  to  forget  the  primi¬ 
tive  virtues  and  ideals  of  justice.  Whenever  these 
virtues  and  ideals  seemed  in  danger  there  would 
arise  a  prophet  to  call  Israel  back  into  the  way  of 
right eousness. 

In  considering  the  prophet  Amos  we 
ought  to  remember  that  he  did  not  belong  to  any 
school  of  prophets.  He  was  a  herdsman  from  Tekoa, 
who  came  to  the  religious  festivities  at  Bethel  and 
brought  his  message  to  the  people  of  the  northern 
kingdom.  At  a  time  of  national  security  and  great 
prosperity  he  came  preaching  the  message  of  common 
justice.  There  is  no  uncertainty  in  his  measage,  for 
it  dwells  on  prominent  facts  in  the  national  life, 
such  as  robbery,  violence,  dishonour,  and  injustice. 
While  tending  his  flocks  on  the  bare  hills  of  Tekoa, 
he  ponders  the  condition  of  the  northern  realm.  The 
rapacity  and  greed  of  the  nobility  of  Israel,  the 
sense  of  security  among  the  people  while  worshipping 
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at  the  altars  erected  by  Jeroboam,  the  ominous 
stirrings  of  the  Assyrianss^  as  the  word  comes  to  him 
from  some  stray  caravan  going  back  and  forth,  impress 
themselves  upon  his  soul,  and  he  feels  he  must  go  up 

to  Bethel  and  declare  the  word  of  Yahweh,  "Yahweh  hath 

1. 

spoken,  who  can  but  prophesy” 

Amos  was  the  stern  prophet  of 

justice.  To  him  the  day  of  Yahv/eh  was  inevitable,  A 

short  time  after  Amos  there  appeared  Hosea  from  the 

Ephraimites  himself  preaching  against  the  northern 

kingdom.  While  his  justice  is  as  stern  as  that  of 

Amos  it  is  tempered  by  love,  Israel  to  Eosea  is  like 

a  wife  who  has  gone  after  ojrher  lovers,  but  Yahweh 

the  faithful  husband  loves  her  still.  The  figure  was 

undoubtedly  drawn  from  the  home  life  of  Eosea.  Yahweh 

like  Eosea  was  willing  to  go  to  any  extent  if  only 

Israel  could  be  saved  from  the  impending  ruin.  ”I 

will  heal  your  backslidings  and  love  you  freely” 

Out  of  the  preaching  of  these  tv/o 

prophets  we  deduce  two  principles  coming  toi the  fore 

in  the  life  of  Israel,  that  is,  justice  and  love.  We 

are  not  saying  these  have  not  been  seen  before,  but 

we  are  saying  that  they  ha’'’’©  never  been  accentuated 

in  the  same  way.  Moses  combes  nearest  to  them,  though 

we  know  not  how  much  of  his  history  might  have  been 
1.  Amos  ii:  8, 
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added  "by  later  editors  of  the  Pentateuch,  With  all 
the  power  of  Samuel,  and  Elijah,  and  Elisha  we  find 
nothing  in  their  lives  approaching  the  prophecies  of 
Amos  and  Eosea,  The  former  were  keen  keen  defenders 
of  the  cultus,  v/hile  the  latter  dwelt  on  Justice  of 
man  to  man,  kindness  and  sympathy,  and  faithfulness 
to  Yahv/eh, 

One  wonders,  in  considering  this 
first  outhmrst  of  prophecy  on  new  line$,  if  Amos  and 
Kosea  saw  the  m*eagre  results  attained  hy  Elijah  and 
his  school.  Did  they  see  that  other  things  were 
required  than  the  mere  elimination  of  Baalism  from 
the  kingdom?  The  birth  of  this  new  type  of  pro¬ 
phecy  was  the  indication  of  a  great  change  com.ing 
over  the  people  of  Israel,  While  only  a  very  few 
of  the  people  of  Israel  actually  heard  the  words  of 
Amos  and  Hosea,  it  is  certain  that  the  spirit  arous¬ 
ed  v/ould  spread  to  many  people.  The  fact  that  Amos, 
a  man  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  prophetic 
guilds,  was  thinking  about  the  condition  of  Israel 
j  v/ould  set  raany  men  thinking. 

Were  these  new  prophets  as  interest¬ 
ed  in  the  national  life  as  Elijah  and  Elisha? 

Harper  suggests  that  the  difference  is  one  of  method 
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only,  Amos  being  as  greatly  interested  in  the  nation 

1. 

as  Elijah.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  neither 
Amos  nor  Hosea  had  any  political  influence,  '’'hey 
stood  in  no  special  relation  to  the  king,  possibly 
because  they  did  not  come  from  any  of  the  prophetic 
orders.  They  were  merely  private  citizens,  and  so 
far  as  we  know  they  preached  and  wrote  only.  Harper 
again  asks  a  very  pertinent  question  regarding  Amos: 
**Is  not  Amos  seeking  to  do  just  what  his  predecessors 

back  to  Samuel  had  done  before  him,  namely,  to  unseat 

2. 

the  king”  If  we  answer  the  affirmative,  we  must 
also  recognise  that  such  an  event  was  to  be  reached 
by  creating  a  public  sentiment  which  would  ultimately 
see  and  rectify  the  evils  so  readil^^  apparent.  The 
immediate  objective  of  both  Amos  and  Hosea  Y/as  not 
I  to  unseat  the  king,  but  to  enlighten  public  opinion, 
and  secure  justice  and  kindness  for  the  people.  If 
due  to  this  enlightenment,  it  should  prove  necessary 
to  remove  a  king  then  I  fancy  the  prophets  would  have 
acquiesced. 

Great  as  were  the  social  evils  in 
the  days  of  Amos  and  Hosea  the  chief  sin  of  the 

1.  I,  C.  C.  Harper:  ”Amos  and  Hosea”  p.cxxvii 

2,  op.  cit.  Harper,  p.cxxix. 
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people  lay  in  a  perfunctory  type  of  religion.  The 
old  dogma  pre-eailed,  that  success  and  prosperity  were 
a  sign  of  divine  favour,  and  thiit  so  long  as  the 
cultus  was  observed  all  was  well.  Reverses  might 
come  to  them,  the  Assyrian  for^^ces  might  hover  on  the 
northern  horizon,  hut  since  the  cultus  was  kept 
Yahweh  would  save  his  people.  It  was  the  work  of 
both  Amos  and  Kosea  to  shov/  that  this  was  a  false 
^  security.  The  feasts*  the  cerem.onies,  the  observances 

were  mere  mockeries,  since  the  weightier  matters  of 

1. 

the  law,  such  as  justice  and  mercy  were  neglected. 
Recognizing  that  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  Israel  at  this  time  was  due  only  to 
Assyria’s  inactivity  in  the  west,  that  Israel  lay  in 
I  the  path  of  the  great  eastern  nation  once  she  put  her 
I  armies  into  the  western  field  of  war,  and  that  nothing 
could  save  the  toation  from  either  paying  a  huge  tri¬ 
bute  or  exile,  the  prophets  maintained  that  the  end 
of  Israel  drew  ni^i.  But  vfhat  was  to  become  of 
Yahweh,  the  god  of  the  land?  Would  Yahweh  let 
Assyria  ride  ruthlessly  over  Israel?  The  people  m.ain- 
tained  such  was  impossible,  since  the  sacrifices  had 

been  kept  and  the  ceremonies  observed.  But  the  time 

1 

of  a  national  scourging  was  at  hand,  and  though  Amos 
does  not  specif4‘ically  mention  Assyria,  he  may  have 
!•  Amos  iv:  4.  2.  Amos  iii:  13-15 
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had  that  nation  In  nind,  '^hls  wae  a  darinfy  thaolop^. 
Yahweh  afterwards  hecame  the  god  of  the  universe,  who 
dealt  out  universal  justice. 

Speaking  huitoanly,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  kingdom  of  Israel  would  have  eventually 
fallen  before  the  greed  and  expansion  of  Assyria., 

Her  geographical  positon  (Caused  her  to  be  a  prey  to 
both  Egypt  and  Ass^^ria,  It  is  very  possible  that 
Amos  and  Hosea  saw  this  situation.  Seeing  then  the 
fall  of  Israel  before  either  Egypt  or  Assyria,  was 
there  a  definite  attempt  on  the  part  of  these  two 
prophets,  Amos  and  Hosea,  to  seek  other  forms  for  the 
expression  of  that  love  of  freedom  always  character¬ 
istic  of  the  Hebrew  people?  ”It  seems  as  if  the 
genius  of  the  Hebrew  people,  balked  in  its  attempt  to 

realize  a  true  democracy  in  the  forms  of  government, 

1. 

had  now  burst  out  in  the  moral  realm.  ”  There  are 
indications  that  Amos  and  Hosea  were  endeavouring  to 
lift  the  ideal  of  freedom  on  to  a  higher  plane*  Are 
we  justified  then  in  saying  that  hereafter  the 
struggle  for  freedom  becomes  more  intensely  m.oral 
than  political?  While  often  being  clothed  in  a  garb 
of  politics  and  statecraft,  was  the  nation  through 


1,  op,  cit,  Bailey  and  Kent  p.  188 
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the  prophets  seeking  a  freedom  of  the  spirit  and  a 
liberty  of  soul?  Indeed  it  is  very  possible  that 
this  was  the  outstanding  legacy  bequeathed  to  the 
world  by  the  two  kingdoms  as  they  sanik  lower  and 
lower  in  the  political  struggle  with  Assyria  and 
rose  higher  and  higher  through  the  spiritual  in¬ 
sight  of  the  prophets. 

Israel’s  ” Indian  Summer”  came 
to  a  close  as  the  forces  of  Sargon  11.  of  Assyria 
appeared  on  the  noribhern  horizon.  Whatever  security 
or  peace  Israel  then  rested  upon  was  quickly 
shattered.  By  the  end  of  the  year  722  B.  C.  the 
Assyrian  conqueror  had  deported  over  27,000  Israeli 

ites,  practically  all  of  whom^  were  of  the  wealthy 

2. 

clasBo  According  to  the  Assyrian  policy  of  con¬ 
quest  these  people  were  scattered  in  northern  Mesa- 

2. 

potamia  and  Media.  Whether  the  messages  of  Amos 
and  Hosea  were  ever  recalled  by  these  people  we  do 
not  know,  but  their  wamings  had  proved  only  too 
true. 

It  is  significant  that  until 
the  fall  of  Samaria  the  religion  of  YahweKfound  its 
greatest  development  in  Israel.  It  was  in  Israel 
that  the  great  conflict  between  Yahwism.  and  Baalism 

2,  op.cit.  Bailet  and  Kent  p.  197 
2  Kings  XV :  29 
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took  place;  it  was  here  that  "both  Amo#s  and  Hosea 
gave  forth  their  fundamental  religious  theses  to  the 
world,  namely,  the  brotherhood  of  man  and  the  social 
obligations  growing  out  of  this.  Israel  might  go 

down  to  defeat  before  a  far  superior  military  force, 
but  she  uttered  her  death  cry  on  the  highest  spirit¬ 
ual  note  that  had  ever  been  sounded  in  the  kingdom. 
Her  ten  tribes  might  be  "lost”,  that  is  absorbed  by 
other  peoples,  but  they  enjoy  an  immortality  un¬ 
equalled  through  the  messages  of  the  prophets. 

Judah  and  the  Invasion  of  Sennacherib. 

During  the  reign  of  Uzziah  Judah  was 
exposed  to  the  same  temptation  that  crowded  in  upon 
Israel  in  the  days  of  Jeroboam  11.  His  long  prospers 
ou©  reign  extended  the  boundaries  of  Judah  and 

brought  wealth  and  peace  unknown  since  the  days  of 

1. 

Solomon.  Commerce  had  opened  up  betv/een  Judah  and 
Arabia  and  India.  These  things  inspired  ma-terial  am¬ 
bitions  among  the  people  of  Judah  such  as  she  had  not 
known  for  many  yea.rs.  With  this  material  success 
went  also  the  laxity  of  moral  and  social  duties.  As 
Amos  took  up  the  cause  of  the  common  people  in  the 
north,  so  Isaiah  took  up  the  cause  in  the  south. 

1.  op.  cit.  Kent:  "Divided  Kingdom"  -.134. 
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Indeed  not  only  Isaiah,  hut  men  like  Micah  also  saw 
the  paralytic  condition  of  Judah.  Again  the  people 
were  resting  satisfied  in  an  ahservance  of  the  cultus 
and  the  performance  of  certain  religious  duties. 

While  the  fall  of  Samaria  722  B.  C. 
made  an  impression  upon  Judah,  the  impression  did  not 
seem  to  last  very  long.  She  saw  the  invincibility 
of  Assyria,  and  she  paid  tribute  regularly  to  Sargon 
11.  but  there  was  always  a  group  in  the  state  ready  § 
to  fall  for  the  flatteries  of  Eg^^-pt.  Assyria  was  far 
away  and  there  was  always  a  chance  for  a  revolt.  In 
711  B.C.  this  Egyptian  element  in  tlie  national  life 
gained  the  ascendency,  and  together  with  Gath  and 
Ashdod,  Judali  refused  the  yearly  tribute  to  Assyria. 
Isaiah  endeavoured  to  persuade  them  to  come  to  their 
senses.  In  the  significant  garb  of  a  captive  he 

went  about  the  streets  of  Jerusalem  for  three  years 

1. 

”As  a  sign  and  wonder  upon  Egypt  and  Ethiopia**  His 
words  and  actions  helped  to  dissipate  the  popular 
illusion  respecting  Egypt’s  strength.  Sargon  11 
rapidly  advanced  upon  the  rebels,  end  Judah  escaped 
only  by  the  skin  of  her  teeth.  She  brought  her 
tribute  to  the  Assyrian  conqueror.  While  Sargon  11 

1.  Isa.  xx:  15. 
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lived  the  the  subject  peoples  remained  quiet 

hut  his  assassination  in  705  B.C,  was  the  cause  for 

1. 

wild  rejoicing.  Revolutions  v/ere  taking  place  in 
Assyria  as  well  as  in  Judah*  Here  was  a  fereat 
opportunity  for  Judah  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  the 

east.  Statesmen  and  prophets  and  people  were  in- 

2. 

tcxicated  with  a  mad  recklessness.  But  Isaiah  came 

to  the  front  violently  opposing  any  suggestions  of 

revolt.  Just  as  he  had  strenuously  opposed  any 

j  alliance  with  Assyria  in  734,  now  he  sanctioned  the 

policy  of  Assyrian  alliance  and  the  payment?  of 

tribute,  ♦*In  quietness  and  confidence  shall  be  your 
3,  4. 

strength”  was  the  key  note  of  his  teaching.  But  the 

opponents  of  the  Assyrian  alliance  could  not  believe 

that  another  Sargon  would  rise  in  his  stead,  and  so 

rushed  headlong  to  destruction.  Their  folly  was  one 

of  short-sightedness,  not  merely  a  political  mistake; 

it  was  a  dishonour  to  their  god.  The  uprising  was  on 

a  large  scale  and  involved  Phoenicia  and  Philistia, 

and  the  arch- flatterer,  Egypt.  This  was  galling  to 

the  fine  sensibilities  of  Isaiah,  He  had  taken  his  e4 

stand  on  the  inviolability  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  pro- 

5, 

tection  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel, 

The  prophet’s  position  proved  only 

1,  Isa.  xiv:29  4,  op.cit.  Kent:  ’’Divided 

2,  Isa  xxviii:15  King”  p. 143 

3,  Isa  XXX :  15  5,  Isa  xxix:5-8:  xxxi:4-9 
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too  true.  Sennacherib  who  succeeded  Sargon  proved  as 
active  a  soldier  as  his  father.  After  quieting  the 
situation  in  the  east  he  turned  his  steps  to  the  west 
in  702  B.C,  According  to  Assyrian  annals  himeel# 

WiiS 

his  mastery  of  the  rebels  in  the  west^ complete. 

Hezekiah,  himself  was  shut  up  like  a  bird  in  a  cage  in 

1 . 

the  city  of  Jerusalem.  The  king,  who  was  as  weak  as 
his  craven  princes,  sent  word  to  Sennacherib  ”I  have 

offended;  return  from  me,  that  which  thou  puttest  on 

2. 

me  I  will  bear.'*  He  paid  most  dearly  for  his  par¬ 
don,  with  thirty  talents  of  gold  and  three  hundred 
talents  of  silver.  To  do  this  the  gold  had  to  be 
stripped  off  the  doors  of  the  temple.  But  this  was 
not  sufficient  for  Sennacherib,  for  he  demanded  also 
the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  city.  This  was  a 
desperate  conditon  and  in  their  extremity  appeal  was 
made  to  Isaiah.  Alljpales tine  had  bowed  the  knee  to 
the  Assyrian  monarch  and  only  Jerusalem  had  held  out. 
Again  Isaiah  came  forth  to  save  the  city,  and  his 
inspiring  and  inspiriting  message  rang  out:  "Assyria's 
arrogancy  and  blasphemy  shall  soon  be  punished,  Yahweh 
is  about  to  put  his  hook  in  its  nose  and  turn  it  back 
by  the  way  it  came.  The  king  of  Assyria  shall  not 


1.  Isa.  xxii:  1-4 

2.  2  Kings  xviii:  14 
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come  into  this  city,  nor  shoot  an  arrow  there, 

neither  shall  he  come  before  it  with  shield,  nor 

1. 

cast  a  mount  against  it’*  The  message  carried  per¬ 
suasion  with  it.  The  Assyrian  forces  faded  from 
before  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  and  Isaiah’s  predic¬ 
tion  was  most  marvellously  fulfilled,  and  for  an¬ 
other  centairy  Judah  entered  upon  a  remarkable  period 

2. 

of  religious  development. 

Are  these  clashes  with  Sargonjll 
and  Sennacherib  indications  that  Judah  was  anxious 
to  re-establish  her  independence?  If  so  what  sort 
of  independence  did  Judah  wish  to  re-establish?  And 
further,  if  she  was  anxious  to  re-establish  her  in¬ 
dependence,  was  Isaiah  one  of  those  prophets  who  was 
against  such  independence?  Granting,  for  example 
that  Hezekiah  was  sincere  in  his  aims,  tha.t  he  could 
see  an  opportunity  for  building  up  a  larger  Judah  by 
slipping  the  yoke  of  Assyria,  was  Isaiah  then  a  pro¬ 
phet  opposing  all  ambitions  for  independence?  Were 
this  a  stroke  seeking  independency  then  surely  we 
must  count  the  prophet  Isaiali  in  on  it,  for  the  facts 
bear  out  the  statement  that  Judah  gained  greater 
freedom  through  Isaiah  than  through  any  of  its 
leaders.  **Ahaz  and  Hezekiah.  mi^t  fill  the  throne 

1.  2  wrings  xix:  20-54 

2.  See  Kent;  ’’Divided  Kingdom”  p.  150  _ _ 
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"but  Isaiah  was  the  real  ruler  of  Yahweh’s  heritage, 
and  the  future  of  the  nation  was  largely  determined 

hy  the  ideals  of  the  national  life  and  government 

1. 

set  forth  hy  the  prophet”.  Isaiah  sought  an  in¬ 
dependence  huilt  on  honesty,  and  integrity,  and  high 
moral  sense.  He  stood  before  kings  and  people  pro¬ 
claiming  this  gospel  of  statecraft.  Thus  the  silly 
wandering  of  Judah,  now  into  the  arms  of  Assyria,  end 
now  to  Egypt,  could  not  be  condoned  by  him.  Like 
Hosea  before  him,  he  could  see  no  purpose  in  this 
instability.  Isaiah  had  the  same  social  gospel,  the 
same  hatred  of  perfunctory  religious  observances  as 
characterised  Amos  and  Eosea,  but  he  went  fartheri, 
he  was  the  counsellor  of  kings.  His  endeavour  was 
not  to  unseat  them  but  to  make  their  thrones  more 
secure,  and  to  bring  happiness  to  the  people.  His 
message  during  three  great  crises  in  the  national 
life  v/as  ao  important  that  we  may  confidently  assert 
that  Judah’s  lease  of  life  was  extended  throu^  his 
efforts.  Isaiah  has  the  sternness  of  Amos,  the  love 
of  Hosea,  and  the  spiritual  political  insi^it  of  a 
modern  statesman.  He  lived  to  see  the  day  when  as  a 
result  of  his  work  the  king  instituted  a  reform,  and 
brought  the  nation  to  see  things  in  the  eyes  of  the 
prophet 

1.  Gordon:  Prayphets  of  O.T.  p84 
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Tt  1b  a  r'ost  sir.p:ular  ftvert  that  the 
things  which  were  preserved  hy  the  nation  during 
those  years  of  struggle  were  centred  in  her  great 
prophets  rather  than  in  her  kings.  If  the  genera¬ 
tion  af  Aiiaz  and  of  Hezekiah  did  not  see  the  im¬ 
port  of  this  later  generations  did,  and  Instead  of 
annals  of  kings,  and  royalty^  and  prince^ we  find 
handed  down  the  priceless  prophecies  of  Isaiah,  M 
I  Micah  and  Jeremiah.  This  fact,  simple  though  it  is, 

is  of  tremendous  importance  to  us  in  pointing  out 

I 

j  the  situation  as  it  really  existed.  The  conflict 
I  seemed  to  he  between  kings  and  people  represented 
.  in  their  prophets.  Can  we  say  that  it  resolved  it- 

I  self  into  a  conflict  between  autocracy  and  the 

i 

^  desire  for  the  common  humanities  as  shown  in  the 

! 

I  preaching  of  the  prophets?  Yahweh  was  now  taking 
I  on  new  forms  and  new  attributes.  Through  the  pro- 
'  phets  he  was  invested  with  love  and  justice,  honesty 
j  and  holiness,  and  it  was  conceived  by  them  that 
j  these  virtues  should  possess  Yahweh’s  people.  It 

j  was  urge  these  things  that  the  prophets  spoke  and 

i 

■  wrote.  Knowing  of  the  approach  of  such  a  world 
!  power  as  Assyria,  it  was  felt  that  sooner  or  later 
Judah  would  have  to  make  overtures  with  her;  and 
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while  Judah  may  never  after  that  shine  forth  with 
the  splendour  of  the  regime  of  Solomon,  she  could 
stand  as  an  example  to  the  world,  through  a  Just 
measure,  an  honest  national  policy,  and  an  un¬ 
equalled  love  to  Yahweh, 

A  word  here  ought  to  he  said  of  the 
a 

prophet  Micah,  who  was ^contemporary  of  Isaiah.  Micah 
was  a  democrat  to  the  core.  He  had  no  connection 
with  the  royal  household,  hut  gave  forth  his  message 
to  the  common  people,  as  one  of  them.  V/hile  the 
burden  of  his  message  was  the  same  as  Isaiah’s  it  was 
far  more  impassioned,  ’’For  him  a  nation’s  prosperity 
consisted  not  in#  the  increase  of  worldly  goods,  hut 
in  the  happiness  of  its  homes.  ,  .  .  his  accent  is  4fe 

that  of  the  country-side,  plain,  hlunt,  and  sometimes 

1. 

even  rough,”  neither  Samaria,  nor  Jerusalem  was 
safe  to  Micah,  for  in  each  was  crowded  sins,  and  in¬ 
iquities  which  could  not  he  condoned  hy  Yahweh,  And 

2. 

while  his  great  thesis  may  he  ascribed  to  a  nameless 

3. 

prophet  in  the  time  of  Manassah  the  thought  ex¬ 
pressed  there  is  surely  that  of  Micah.  It  represents 
a  teaching  that  was  decidedly  opposed  to  seeking  sal¬ 
vation  in  ritual  holiness,  Micah  at  least  caught  the 

idea  that  no  matter  what  occurred  to  Judah  or  Israel 
1©  op.  cit.  Gordon  p  134 
from  2,  Micah  vi:  6-8 

3.  See  note  in  Gordon:  ’’Proph.  of  O.T.” 

_ 0.141  — 
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from  the  forces  of  Assyria,  there  could  never  be  any 
excuse  for  injustice  and  lack  of  sincerity.  Mercy 
and  justice,  honour  and  sincerity  were  the  corner¬ 
stones  of  his  faith. 

Judah  *8  Inglorious  End , 

A  most  wonderful  flower  of  re¬ 
formation  began  to  bloom  in  the  days  of  Josiah  621 
B.C.  Josiah  had  set  himself  the  task  of  putting  the 
temple  in  order,  and  during  the  process  4ke-4ask 
of  ’house  cleaning*  the  Book  of  the  Law  was  dis¬ 
covered.  "The  Book  was  plainly  the  outcome  of  the 
prophetic  spirit.  What  the  prophets  had  always  de¬ 
manded,  namely,  that  Yahweh’s  precepts  should  be 
observed  and  his  will  fulfilled,  was  now  expressed  in 

easily  understood  and  definite  statements,  vhich 

1. 

showed  how  Israel  must  live."  The  work  of  the 

prophets  became  crystallized.  Their  demands  for 
social  justice,  and  a  purer  worship  of  Yahv/eh  were  all 
contained  in  the  book.  Religion  was  summed  up  in  the 
Deuteronomic  law:  "And  thou  shalt  love  Yahweh,  thy 
god,  with  all  thy  heart,  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with 
all  thy  mi^t."  The  finding  of  the  Book  of  the  Law 


1.  op.  cit.  Kittel  vol  11,  p  382 
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produced  a  reformation  unparalleled  in  the  life  of 
Judah.  It  seemed  as  if  the  things  for  which  the 
prophets  had  stood  and  suffered  were  to  he  given  a 
chance  to  grow  and  bloom.  The  king,  Josiah,  was  most 
favourable  to  the  reform,  and  there  are  indications 
that  this  was  the  noblest  period  in  all  Judah  »s  his¬ 
tory.  High  places  were  abolished,  and  v/orship  was 
centralised  in  Jerusalem..  •♦The  Hebrew  was  commanded 
to  love  Yahweh  as  the  only  God  whose  character  could 

command  respect,  and  to  love  man  because  only  so 

1. 

could  Justice  be  done.” 

Just  prior  to  this  remarkable  dis¬ 
covery  we  find  the  Assyrian  empire  in  a  state  of 
collapse.  Babylon  and  Media  were  closing  in  upon 
Assyria  and  that  proud  nation  which  had  bathed  in 
blood  almost  every  Semitic  nation  was  about  to  re¬ 
ceive  its  death-blow.  Like  its  sister  nation  to  the 
north,  Judah  enjoyed  a  period  of  ••Indian  Summer” 
prior  to  its  fall.  Prophets  pere  preaching,  the 
cultus  was  well  observed,  and  as  the  century  closed, 
Judah  rested  in  peace. 

Hot  long  after  the  fall  of  Ninevah 
612  B.C.  Necho  of  Egypt  set  out  to  secure  a  portion 
of  the  rapidly  disintegrating  Assyrian  empire.  His 
line  of  march  lay  across  the  plain  of  Esdraelon,  and 
1.  op.  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.236 
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Jos^ieih,  who  had  improved  his  kingdom  so  as  to  in¬ 
clude  a  part  of  ancient  Israel,  refused  Necho  a 
passage  across.  Necho  made  short  work  of  Josiah,  as 
the  latter’s  army  was  no  match  at  all  for  the  highly 
trained  men  of  Egypt,  Josiah  wai^  killed  in  one  of 
the  early  skirmishes  at  Megiddo,  and  “the  best  rmler 

Judah  ever  knew  seemed  to  have  been  forsaken  by  the 

1. 

very  god  he  championed.”  This  was  ajmost  tragic 
blow  to  the  spirit  of  patriotism.  The  people  prompt- 
put  on  the  throne  Jehoahaz,  the  younger  son  of 
Josiah,  because  his  sympathies  were  with  the  people 
rather  than  with  Egypt,  But  Egypt  was  not  to  be  treat 
ed  in  this  manner,  and  made  her  stipulation  as  to 
whom  she  wanted  on  the  throne  of  Judah#  There¬ 

fore  Jehoiakim  and  older  son,  and  friendly  to  Egypt, 
was  placed  on  the  throne,  and  Jehoahaz  sent  in  chains 
to  Egypt#  Bailey  and  Kent  are  inclined  to  think  of 

this  interference  of  Egypt  as  the  overthrow  of  demo- 
2 

cracy.  It  does  seem  like  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
Judah  to  gain  her  independence,  for  she,  as  well  as 
Sgypt,  was  ready  to  take  advantage  ofl  Assyria’s  in¬ 
disposition.  '\llfeiie-4kere-wae-a-par4y-4ft- Jerusalem 

1.  op.cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.  238 

2,  Ibid,  p.239 
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While  there  was  a  party  in  Jerusa- 
leiTi|anxious  to  restore  the  independence  of  Judah,  the 
great  prophet  Jeremiah  could  see  no  way  in  which  his 
nation  could  make  progress  except  as  a  vassal  state. 
Political  independence  might  be  a  thing  devoutly  to 
be  wished,  but  it  was  gow  beyond  attainment,  due  to 
Judah’s  geographical  position,  situated  as  she  was 
between  the  two  great  powers,  Assyria  and  Egypt.  An 
enthusiast  like  Jeremiah  must  have  follwed  the  politi¬ 
cal  and  military  movements  of  the  Scythians  with  the 
keenest  mind,  ^/hen  the  great  religious  reform.ation 
under  Josiah  broke  out,  Jeremiah  must  have  heartily  w 
welcomed  it.  He  seems  to  have  gone  on  a  missionary 

campaign  among  the  cities  of  Judah  urging  upon  them 

1. 

the  acceptance  of  the  new  law.  Yet  it  is  argued  by 
a  few  scholars,  notably  Davidson  and  Duhm,  that 

Jeremiah’s  attitude  to  the  reformers  was  one  of 

2. 

hostility.  Gordon,  however,  feels  that  it  was  be¬ 
cause  of  Jeremiah’s  complete  sympathy  with,  and 

knowledge  of  such  a  movement,  and  of  its  in'^dequacy, 

3. 

that  led  him  to  assert  the  Hew  Covenant,  The  not¬ 
able  feature  of  Jeremiah  is  his  confident  assurance 

1.  Jer,  xi:  1  ff, 

2.  See  note  in  Gordon:  ’’Paroph.  of  0,T,”  p.l77 

3.  Jer.  xxxi:  31-34 
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that  because  of  Judah’s  apostacy  she  will  he  ultimate¬ 
ly  devoured  hy  the  foes  from  the  north  or  the  east. 
Taking  this  stand  he  became  the  prophet  of  sympathy; 
this  sympathy  for  his  people  urged  him  to  give  out 

his  messages.  It  is  the  ravages  of  the  lion  that 
1 

he  fears,  the  desolation  of  his  country  that  he 
1.  2. 
laments.  Renan,  as  quoted  by  Gordon^  considered 

Jeremieih  as  a  fanatic”who  never  sacrificed  one  grain 

of  personal  enmity  to  the  good  of  his  country,”  But 

there  were  neither  the  elements  of  the  coward,  nor 

the  fanatic  about  Jeremiah.  Bo  Hebrew  loved  his  land 

like  Jeremiah,  no  prophet  had  a  more  sorrowful 

message,  and  a  more  hopeless  task.  Amos  could  come 

to  the  festivities  at  Bethel  and  speak  the  word  of 

Yahweh  then  retire  to  his  herd  on  the  Tekoa  hills; 

Isaiah,  though  feeling  the  situation  of  his  nation 

most  keenly,  could  take  refuge  in  the  inviolability 

of  the  Holy  City;  but  neither  of  these  courses  was 

open  to  Jeremiah.  He  had  linked  himself  with  the 

people,  and  the  people’s  cause  was  his,  because  he 

felt  it  was  Yahweh ’s.  If  Yahv/eh’s  injunctions  were 

spurned,  he,  as  spokesman  of  Yahweh,  must  bear  the 

1.  Jer.  iv:  7, 

2.  op.  cit,  Gordon  p.  191 
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burden  of  rejection.  This  might  mean  opposition  to 
kings  and  counsellors,  to  prophets  and  even  people, 
but  still  he  must  sound  forth  the  message  of  Yahweh: 
'•Hear  my  voice,  and  I  will  be  your  God,  and  ye  shall 

be  my  people;  and  walk  in  all  the  ways  I  have  command- 

1. 

ed  you,  that  it  may  be  well  with  you.”  Patriotic 

to  the  core  was  Jeremiah,  a  lover  of  land  and  people 
he  v/as,  but  his  patriotism  was  grounded  in  religion, 
his  democracy  was  linked  up  with  his  theocracy. 

Yahwel),  whom  he  presented  was  no  easy-going  god  like 
Baal  and  Chemosh,  but  the  jealous  one,  who  could 
tolerate  no  other  god  beside  him,  and  whose  only 

worthy  service  was  the  pursuit  of  justice,  love  and 

2. 

truth.  ”Al though  the  noblest  patriot  that  ever 

lived,  he  bears  the  stigma  of  a  traitor  to  his  coun- 

3. 

try  for  the  sake  of  Yahweh  and  truth.”  This 
accusation  of  traitor  was  thrown  at  him  when,  after 
the  defeat  of  Josiah  at  the  hand  of  Necho,  the  people 
thronged  into  the  temple  on  a  fast  day  feeling  they 
had  not  been  zealous  enough  in  their  worship  to 
Yahweh:  ”Will  ye  steal,  murder,  and  commit  adultery, 
and  swear  falsely  and  burn  incense  unto  strange  gods? 

1,1  Jer.  vii:  22 

2.  op.  cit.  Gordon  p.  181 

3.  op.  cit.  Kittel  vol  11,  p.  385 
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Then  ye  come  and  stand  before  me  in  this  house,  which 

is  called  by  my  name  and  say,  *Here  we  are  safe*  that 

1. 

ye  may  do  all  these  abominations”  But  even  here 
it  should  be  recalled  that  duty  asked  him  to  blame 
where  he  would  willingly^consoled.  ’’Patriotism  to 

him  meant  primarily  devotion  to  the  moral  and  religi© 

2. 

ous  welfare  of  the  people”  Where  a  conflict  occurr¬ 
ed  between  his  political  allegiance  and  his  religious 
convictions  he  never  hesitated  to  chose  the  latter. 

It  was  a  part  of  the  plan  of 
Providence  that  Judah  should  come  to  her  inglorious 
end  with  a  prophet  having  a  character  calibre^ as 
Jeremiah  in  her  midst.  Without  doubt  he  saw  the  end 
of  his  nation  coming.  Even  when  the  Babylonian  forces 
under  Nebuchadrezzar  did  their  worst  in  Judah,  when 
thousands  of  the  flov/er  of  the  nation  were  carried  in¬ 
to  exile,  Jeremiah  stayed  at  his  post.  He  might 
I  expect  disastrous  things  to  happen,  but  he  never 

despaired  of  his  country;  he  even  showed  his  faith  in 
it  by  purchasing  the  family  inheritance  from  his 
cousin  when  Jerusalem  was  under  siege,  because  he 
believed  ”that  houses  and  fields,  and  vineyards, 


1.  Jer.  vii;  9,10 

2.  op.  cit.  Gordon  p  191 
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1. 

shall  yet  again  he  bought  in  this  land." 

The  struggle  for  Hebrew  political 
independence  was  lost  as  the  Assyrian  forces  crowded 
in  upon  Israel  and  laid  waste  her  cities,  and  trans¬ 
ported  her  people  beyond  the  River.  Due  to  the 
short-sighted  policies  of  kings,  and  counsellors, 
Judah  suffered  a  like  fate, As  Babylon  closed  in  upon 
her.  Judah  might  have  learned  a  powerful  lesson 
from  her  sister  nation,  Israel,  but  whatever  she 
learned  she  quickly  forgot.  The  first  deportation 
began  in  597  B.C.  There  was  a  possibility  that  even 
after  that  Judah  might  have  carried  on  long  as  a  vase 
sal  of  Babylon.  Jeremiah  escaped  deportation  because 
Nebuchadrezzar  felt  that  he  would  be  the  greatest 
guarantee  of  peace  in  Judah. 

During  the  next  ten  years  things 
went  from  bad  to  worse.  While  Zedekiah,  whom 
Nebuchadrezzar  placed  on  the  throne,  was  fairly 
obedient  in  the  first  days  of  his  reign,  he  v/as  only 
too  ready  to  give  ear  to  the  counsels  of  th’e  "bad 
figs",  as  Jeremiah  styles  those  left  behind  after  the 
first  deportation,  and  who  had  quickly  enriched  them- 
sftlves  at  the  expense  of  the  exiles.  Nor  four  ^ears 

1.  Jer.  xxxii;  15. 
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Zedekiah  paid  his  tribute  regularly  to  Babylon,  then 
a  suggestion  of  revolt  came  from  the  ambassadors  from 

Moab,  Ammon,  Tyre  and  Sidon;  and  Zedekiah  turned  aside 

1. 

to  listen  to  the  false  prophets.  This  nearly  brought 
higi  to  destruction,  and  only  a  hurried  visit  to 
Babylon  saved  him.  Pour  years  later  at  the  instiga¬ 
tion  of  the  pro-Egyptian  party,  he  joined  forces 
with  Egypt  in  revolt.  Nebuchadrezzar  threw  his  army 
into  Judah  at  once  and  completely  encircled  Jerusalem 
in  588  B.C,  This  v/as  the  beginning  of  the  end, 

Jeremiah  could  see  no  lasting  good  in  this  vacilla¬ 
tion  of  king  and  people.  He  stoutly  advised  surrend* 
er  to  Nebuchadrezzar j  but  the  king  and  people 
dubbed  him  a  fanatic  and  traitor.  Strangely  enough, 
due  to  the  fortification  of  the  city,  Nebuchadrezzar 
was  compelled  to  raise  the  siege  and  retire,  ’’The 

city  went  wild  with  joy,  Yahweh  had  again  rescued 

2. 

his  holy  city  as  he  did  in  the  days  of  Isaiah” 

Jeremiah  was  in  still  greater  disfavour. 

During  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  all 
the  Hebrew  slaves  in  the  city  had  been  set  free.  Of 

course  these  had  been  held  contrary  to  the  statute  of 

3. 

the  law.  Yahweh  had  seemed  pleased  with  this  act 

1.  op,  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p,  244 

2.  Ibid.  p.  246 

3.  Deut,  XV :  12-15 
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for  the  enismy  had  retired.  Then  the  people  did  a 
shameful  thing.  Since  the  peril  had  been  temporari- 
ly  averted,  they  re-enslaved  their  Hebrew  brethren* 
This  was  the  last  straw  to  Jeremiah,  A  people  who 
could  descend  to  such  things,  and  comtemptuously 
throw  a.side  such  social  and  moral  obligations  did 
not  deserve  any  more  freedom.  He  immediately  sent 
word  to  Zedekiah  that  Hebuchadrezzar  would  return 
and  fulfil  every  syllable  of  doom  Yahweh  had  pro¬ 
nounced. 

Subsequent  facts  bear  out  the  state¬ 
ment  of  Jeremiah,  Nebuchadrezzar  did  return  to  the 
siege.  The  city  held  out  as  well  as  it  could,  but 
after  thundering  against  the  walls  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  a  breach  was  made  in  July  586  B,C,  The  enemy 
poured  in,  destruction  stalked  everywhere.  The  city 
was  stripped  of  all  its  valuables,  the  royal  palace 
and  temple  burned;  and  so  that  there  might  be  no 
possible  chance  of  further  revolt,  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  were  carried  into  exile.  Thus  Judah  became  a 
Babylonian  colony  with  one  Gedaliah  as  governor. 

Within  a  few  years  the  country  was  a 
again  in  a  state  of  war.  In  an  act  of  superlative  4 
treachery  Gedaliah  was  slain  by  a  Jewish  prince 
ed,  Ishmael.  The  banner  of  revolt  was  raised,  and 


1.  Jer,  xxxiv 
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though  Ishmael  left  ithe  country,  the  remaining 
people  in  Judah,  fearing  the  wrath  of  hahylon,  took 
refuge  in  Egypt.  The  last  word  from  Jeremiah  comes 
from  Egypt,  v^here  in  hitter  words  he  speaks  of  the 
idolatry  of  this  iiigyptian  remnant. 

It  is  most  singular  that  the  destiny 
of  both  Judah  and  Israel  is  written  in  letters  clear 
and  plain  by  the  prophets  of  Israel.  Standing  before 
kings  and  people  as  the  spokesmen  of  Yahweh,  they 
unerringly  portray  the  truth,  that  political  dis¬ 
integration  finds  its  base  in  religious,  social,  and 
moral  corruption. 

The  Development  of  the  Love  of  Ereedom  in  prophetic 
EQiy_s_/before  the  Exile • 

In  the  days  of  Elijah  as  we  have 
already  pointed  out,  the  love  of  freedom  aimong  the 
prophets  was  m.ore  of  a  reactionary  movement;  it  v/as 
an  endeavour  to  institute  again  the  old  tribal  laws 
and  custom^s.  But  in  the  fading  days  of  Israel  and 
Judah  this  desire  for  freedom  was  taking  a  new  turn. 
The  prophets  then  had  eccepted  the  civilization  of 

the  day.  It  is  interesting  to  recall  the  words  of 

1. 

Bailey  and  Kent  that  the  Hebrew  people  balked  in 
an  attempt  to  realize  a  true  democracy,  bega.n  to 
l.op.  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.l88 
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“blossom  out  in  the  moral  realm.  The  geographical 
position  of  Israel  seemed  to  he  against  her.  She  was 
on  the  direct  caravan  route  between  Assyria  and  Egypt. 
In  the  nature  of  things  it  was  inevitable  that  she  eh 
should  fall  either  before  the  one  or  the  other.  Tlie 
last  years  of  the  history  of  both  Judah  £ind  Israel 
are  shrouded  in  wavering  alliances  with  either  Egypt 
or  Assyria.  Before  the  rise  and  expansion  of  these  p 
pov/ers  Israel  had  fou^t  only  petty  kingdom.s  like 
herself,  which  made  an  inroad  into  Israelitish 
territory.  A  world  power  like  Egypt  or  Assyria  had 
to  be  dealt  with  in  a  different  manner.  As  the 
forces  of  Assyria  closed  in  on  Israel  during  her  last 
days,  and  as  the  prophets  began  to  realize  the  actual 
condition  of  Israel,  did  they  feel  that  all  hope  of 
political  injdependence  had  gone?  Granting  that,  then 
they  made  the  wisest  choice  that  was  ever  made  by  any 
group  of  leaders  in  any  nation.  Eor  while  political 
independency  a.nd  integrity  was  being  slowly  dis¬ 
solved  among  the  Hebrev/  people,  the  prophets  were 
preaching  such  a  gospel,  and  with  such  faithfulness, 
and  such  sincerity,  that  they  saved  the  soul  of  the 
nation.  Not  many  nations  have  had  that  distinction. 
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Not  that  v/e  say  that  the  life  of  the  Hebrew  nation 
became  extinct,  but  it  was  uprooted  and  planted  in 
foreign  lands.  In  Babylonia  and  Egypt  it  took 
root  and  grew,  producing  new  forms  and  nev/  fruit. 

Yet  it  ought  to  be  ever  remembered  that  what  saved  the 
nation  from  becoming  extinct  as  a  political  entity 
was  the  development  of  the  idea  of  freedom  as 
preached  by  the  prophets. 


1,  op,  cit.  Kittel  vol,  11,  p  395  ,,,  , v 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

From  Deutro/Isaiali  to  Jesus’  Day. 


The  Aim  of  Deutro» Isaiah. 

During  the  exile  in  Babylon  there 
were  two  prophets  at  work  strenthening  the  hearts  of 
the  exiled  people,  namely,  Ezekiel  and  Deutro- Isaiah. 
Out  of  the  great  upheaval,  Ezekiel  endeavoured  to  save 
something  which  would  be  of  value  in  the  religious 
life  of  the  people.  Among  the  Babylonian  exiles 
there  was  no  more  loyal  Hebrew  than  Ezekiel.  Real¬ 
izing  that  many  of  the  political  hopes  of  Judah  were 
gone  for  ever,  out  of  the  wreck  he  saved  the  heart  of 
the  religion  of  Yahweh,  *'It  was  Ezekiel  who  found  the 
practical  means  whereby  a  people  who  had  ceased  to 

1. 

exist  as  a  state  could  still  survive  as  a  church.” 

The  greatest  hope,  however,  was 
raised  in  the  hearts  of  the  exiles  through  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  Deutro/Isaiah.  It  was  the  unknown  writer  of 

2. 

part  of  our  present  book  of  Isaiah  who  was  the 
greatest  inspiration  of  the  people  dwelling  in 

Bailey  and  Kent  p.264 

1.  op.  cit.  Ki44el-v©l-ll,-p-5e& 

2.  i.e.  Isa.  chap,  xl-lv. 
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Babylon.  The  situation  in  exile  was  not  so  bad  as 
it  is  popularly  believed  to  have  been.  While  it  may 
have  been  a  sort  of  captivity,  it  was  by  no  means 
slavery*  Judah  had  far  greater  privileges  than  her 
sister  nation,  Israel,  for  while  the  policy  of  the 
Assyrians  had  been  to  carry  a  conquered  people  away 
from  their  own  land  and  completely  absorb,  and  blot 
out  their  national  life  and  character,  the  policy  of 
Babylon  was  to  carry  away  a  conquered  people,  but 
leave  them  free  to  develop  their  own  institutions 
and  religion  in  the  exiled  country.  This  latter 
situation  was  that  in  which  Judah  found  herself. 

Among  the  exiled  people  from  Israel  we  find  no  pro¬ 
phet  arising,  the  people  lost  their  nationality  and 
with  it  their  hope*  Among  the  Judean  captives  there 
were  those  who  continually  rem.inded  the  people  of 
their  religious  privileges,  and  this  could  be  done 
largely  because  as  a  group  they  dwelt  together. 

When  a  change  in  the  political  sit¬ 
uation  occurred  in  Babylon,  when  the  days  of  the 
proud  empire  seemdd  numbered,  the  opportunity  of 
Yahweh  seemed  quite  evident  to  at  least  one  prophet, 
Beutro-Isaiah.  He  could  see  in  the  approach  of  Cyrus 
the  fall  of  Babylson,  and,  knowing  something  of  then 
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character  of  this  eastern  monarch,  he  felt  that  the 
days  of  exile  might  soon  be  over.  He  therefore 
preached  to  his  exiled  brethren  the  most  soul- 
stirring  gospel  of  freedom  that  had  ever  been  heard, 

”Ir.  him  Hebrew  prophecy  reached  its  highest 

1. 

expression.”  He  had  no  calamitous  message  to  utter 
like  Jeremiah,  no  quarrel  v/ith  kings  and  princes  like 
Isaiah,  no  v/oes  to  pronounce  like  Amos  and  Rosea;  he 
had  only  a  message  of  comfort.  Building  his  message 
on  the  eternal  truths  of  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah  and 
Ezekiel  he  heralded  the  universal  kingdom  of  God,  in 
which  self-sa-crifice  was  to  be  the  ruling  force. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  the  task 
of  Leutro-Isaiah  was  without  difficulties.  A  glance 
at  the  condition  of  the  exiles  will  at  once  dissipate 
such  an  idea.  It  cannot  be  questioned  that  the 
Judeans  made  the  best  of  the  situation  in  Babylon. 
Being  a  race  of  farmers  they  readily  took  to  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  the  soil,  T'any  of  them  had  taken  the 
advice  of  Jeremiah  and  settled  down  to  do  business 

spl(?r]d  ou  V 

and  grow  rich.  Here  they  view^ed  oriental^at  first 
hand,  and  vhile  hitherto  they  had  known  the  Babylonian 
m.onarch  as  a  conqueror  only,  now  they  knew  him.  as  an 

1.  Kent:  ”A  History  of  the  Jewish  People  p.79 

2,  Jer.  xxix;  5 
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1. 

administrator.  Such  opportunities  had  never  been 
presented  to  them  in  their  old  hom.e.  They  were  quick 
to  see,  and  seize  every  advantage  that  went  v;ith  such 
a  powerful  empire.  The  period  of  the  exile  was  for 
the  Heb rev/s  a  period  of  radical  transformation,  it 

also  wrought  a  fundamental  change  in  their  point  of 

2. 

view*  The  result  was  that  during  the  fifty  years  in 
Babylon,  while  the  first  generation  had  practically 
died  away,  there  arose  a  new  generation  that  could 
not  see  any  advantage  in  trekking  back  over  eight 
hundred  miles  to  a  home  which  was  so  unstable  in  its 
opportunities  as  Jerusalem,  and  a  temple  which  lay 
in  ruins.  To  arouse  a  people  out  of  material  sat¬ 
isfaction  to  seek  a  spiritual  quest  was  the  task  of 
Beutro-Isaiah.  Patriotism  was  dying,  love  of  country 
was  fading  before  material  v;ealth  and  opportunity. 

It  needed  a  strong  m.essage  tc  awaken  the  exiles. 

The  prophet  felt  that  the  only  free¬ 
dom  now  left  to  them,  the  only  liberty  in  extending 
the  knigdom.  of  Yahwejt^  la,y  in  a  united  response  when 
Cyrus  should  give  them  the  opportunity  to  return© 
to  their  own  land.  This  was  a  crisis  greater  than 
that  which  destroyed  Jerusalem.  There  was  a  strong 

1.  op.  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  -.256 

2.  Ibid.  p.259 
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feeling  in  the  mind  of  the  prophet  that  should  the 
Judean  exiles  fail  to  use  the  opportunity  the  end 
would  be  even  more  shameful  than  the  northern  peoples. 
Of  course  it  is  very  possible  that  he  hoped  for 
Israel’s  return  as  v/ello 

The  proclamation  was  a  most  joyful 
one,  ’’Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people  saith  your 
God.  Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and  cry  unto 
her  that  her  warfare  is  accomplished,  that  her  in¬ 
iquity  is  pardoned,  that  fehe  hath  received  of  Yahweh’s 

1. 

hand  double  for  all  her  sins.”  Tenderly  he  goes 
on  to  speak  of  the  way  in  which  Yahweh  will  lead,  even 
as  a  shepherd,  Yahweh  is  the  universal  God  leading 

his  people,  never  wearying  of  the  task,  and  never 

2. 

despairing,  though  often  disappointed. 

It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  only 
a  few  heeded  the  words  of  the  prophet.  Yet  due  to  the 
remnant  that  returned  Judaism  made  its  progress  in 
the  v/orld.  On  the  face  of  it,  much  of  the  glory  and 
greatness  of  the  history  of  Judaism  would  have  been 
lost  had  there  been  no  prophetic  voice  urging  the 
exiles  to  return  and  build  again  the  departed  glory 
of  Yahv/eh. 

1.  Isa.  xl:  1,2, 

2.  Kent:  ”A  History  of  the  Jewish  People”  p.l27 
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In  one  eenee  the  returning  few 
represent  the  Suffering  Servant  depicted  so  clearly 
by  the  prophet  in  chapters  lii  and  liii.  By  their 
voluntary  self-sacrifice  they  did  a  work  which  their 
less  devoted  countr^Tnen  spurned.  They  believed  great 
things  of  the  Jewish  people,  they  endured  persecution 
and  distress  for  the  sake  of  the  country  they  loved 
and  a  city  of  sacred  memories. 

The  Return  of  the  Exiles - - Their  Disappointment • 

Now  the  unfortunate  feature  was  that 
the  prophecies  of  Deutro-Isaiah  did  not  turn  out 
nearly  so  bright  as  the  prophet  expected.  Those  who 
returned  to  Palestine  came  back  to  face  grim  realities. 
Homes  had  to  be  built,  land  had  to  be  ploughed,  and 
barren  Judah  seemed  a  very  inhospitable  place.  For 
the  firsts  few  years  after  their  return  the  situa¬ 
tion  was  most  trying,  and  it  must  often  have  occurred 
to  them  that  their  lot  in  Palestine  was  pitiably 
p  over ty- s  triken • 

Add  to  this  situation  of  hardship 
and  poverty  the  historic  fact  that  about  527  B.C, 
the  armies  of  Persia  began  to  march  through  Palestine 
to  Egypt,  and  that  no  doubt  the  burden  of  support 
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fell  largely  upon  the  Jews,  since  Judah  was  still 
regarded  as  a  Persian  province,  with  certairjpri vi- 
leges  granted  by  Cyrus,  The  glowing  promises  of 
Deutro-Jsaid  must  have  faded  into  a  dark  reality. 

Yet  out  of  their  disappointments 
and  poverty  the  returned  exiles  began  to  build  again 
the  temple  of  Yahweh.  The  two  prophets,  Haggai  and 
Zechariah  came  forth  with  their  predictions  and  ex¬ 
hortations  as  political  confusion  and  rebellion  arose 
in  the  east,  Moulding  their  thought  on  the  older 
prophets  they  hoped  to  awaken  among  the  returned 
exiles  the  idea  that  ”Yahweh  will  overthrow  the 

throne  of  kingdoms,  and  will  destroy  the  chariots  of 

1. 

those  that  ride  them”  But  the  little  kingdom  was  too 
weak  to  take  up  the  struggle  for  |)olAtical  independence 
at  that  hour.  Instead  of  this,  attention  was  given 
to  the  re-building  of  the  temple,  and  beginning  it  in 
520  B,C,  Haggai  became  th4  moving  spirit. 

King  Zerubbabel, 

Out  of  this  revival  of  religion 
through  building  again  the  temple,  came  political 
hopes  and  aspirations.  During  the  days  when  Haggai 

1,  Haggai  ii:  22, 
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and  Zechariali  were  prophesying  the  atirosphere  was  tense 

^  • 

with  expectation.  IJations  were  rising  and  falling, 
and  the  fact  that  the  returned  exiles  had  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  begin  re-building  their  temple  seemed  more 
or  less  of  a  miracle.  While  other  peoples  were 

^Iso 

throwing  off  the  yoke  of  Persia,  Judah^  began  to  v/on- 
der  if  it  was  possible  for  her  to  slip  from  under  the 

burden,  Zechariah  is  coTninanded  by  Yahweh  to  make 

2. 

a  crown  and  place  it  on  the  head  of  Zerubbabel. 

The  meaning  of  this  act  is  conveyed  in  the  words: 

”He  Shall  build  the  temple  of  Yahweh,  and  he  shall 

bear  the  glory,  and  shall  sit  and  rule  upon  his 

3. 

throne,”  Of  course  the  prophet  was  fanning  the 
hope  of  political  independence.  But  the  strange 
feature  about  our  records  is  that  Zerubbabel  promptly 
disappears  from  public  life,  and  with  him  goes  the 
Bavidic  family.  ”When  the  fragmentary  records  next 
throw  their  flickering  light  upon  the  Jewish  communi¬ 
ty,  the  descendents  of  Joshua,  the  high  priest,  have 
absorbed  nearly  all  the  civil,  as  well  as  the 

ecclesiastical,  authority  resident  in  the  community 

4. 

of  Judah”  Might  it  not  have  been  as  we  have  sug¬ 

gested  above,  that  the  litt^le  kingdom  was  too  weak  to 

1,  cir.  520  B.C. 

2,  Kent:  ”A  History  of  the  Jewish  People”  p.  147 

3,  Zech.  vi:  13. 

4,  Kent:  Ibid,  p.  148 
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take  up  the  struggle, 

V/hile  the  political  hopes  of  the 
Jews  were  not  fulfilled,  they  were  allowed  to  go 
forward  and  complete  their  temple.  To  the  Hebrew  who 
had  always  thought  of  Yahweh  as  having  a  home,  this 
meant  a  great  deal.  Though  the  humble  structure 
raised  in  the  days  of  Zerubbabel  in  no  way  aspired  to 
the  magnif icience  of  Solomon’s  temple,  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  to  those  people  who  had  suffered 

/. 

and  sacrificed  for  its  sake,  it  meant  infinitely  more. 
Once  more  the  people  could  raise  their  heads  in  the 
presence  of  the  nations,  while  the  very  fact  of  the 
temple  once  more  existing  in  the  homeland  proved  a 
strong  bond  helping  to  keep  ’’alive  in  the  heart  of 
every  Jew  the  sense  of  racial  unity.” 

Hehemiah’s  Building  Scheme • 

What  happened  the  kingdom  of  Judah 
between  the  period  when  Zerubbabel  built  the  temple 

and  the  time  when  Hehem.iah  began  his  building  project 
is  shrouded  in  silence.  Hebrew  historians  pass  over 
this  period  without  a  word.  The  vast  empire  of 
Persia  was  well  organized  and  the  Jewish  community 
had  its  place  in  one  of  the  many  s^trapys  of  the 

!•  Kent:  ”A  History  of  the  Jevrish  People”  p  148 
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of  the  great  empire,  Revolts  were  easily  allayed. 
While  the  hope  of  political  independence  had  not 
died  in  Judah,  it  was  languishing.  The  most  dis¬ 
couraging  part  of  it  was  that  the  Jews  in  Palestine 
were  condemned  to  a  treadmill  sort  of  existence.  By 
meeting  their  taxes,  paying  their  customs,  and  tolls, 
only,  could  they  expect  consideration  from  the  great 
empire;  and  so  long  as  the  Persian  power  held  ojit 
there  was  no  hope  of  any  political  alleviation  of 
their  burdens.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  ”of  all  the 

remnants  of  the  nations  of  Palestine,  the  Jews  were 

1. 

the  v/eakest  and  most  generally  hated,**  that  they 
were  encircled  by  a  ring  of  treacherous  and  mcsrci- 
less  foes,  Samaritans  on  the  north,  old  time  enemies, 
the  Philistines  on  the  west,  Ammonites  on  the  east, 
and  Edom.ites  on  the  south,  and  then  there  is  a  con¬ 
dition  which  might  well  nigh  break  the  heart  of  any 
people.  There  was  even  more  than  that,  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  Jews  was  most  discouraging  because 

Jerusalem,  the  site  of  their  temple,  and  their  natural 

2. 

place  of  refuge  and  defence,  was  almost  depopulated 
and  lay  open  to  the  sudden  attack  of  their  foes. 

These  facts  became  known  to  a  Jew 
of  the  Dispersion  by  the  name  of  ITehemiali,  who,  being 

1.  Kent:  ’’History  of  the  Jewish  People.*'  p.  156 

2.  Ibid:  p.l60,  HeBJemiah  vii:  4. 
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a  cup-bearer  to  the  great  king  Artaxerxes,  made  a 
request  that  the  king  should  permit  him  to  return 
to  the  land  of  the  Jews  and  rebuild  the  wall  of 
Jerusalem,  His  petition  was  granted,  and  in  445  B, C, 
he  left  for  Jerusalem  with  passports  from  the  king, 
after  having  made  sure  that  the  decree  of  the  king 
went  on  record  in  the  Persian  court.  Arriving  at 
Jerusalem  his  task  opened  out  before  him.  It  was 
greater  than  he  had  dreamed,  yet  he  went  to  work  with 
a  will,  and  in  face  of  the  most  powerful  opposition 
contempt,  treachery  and  sccrm  of  Sanballat,  the 
Horonite,  and  managed  to  encircle  the  city  with  a 
wall  in  an  incredibly  short  time. 

One  wonders  if  the  task  of  Kehemiah 
v;qs  inspired  by  purely  religious  motives.  It  would 

seem  that  reports  were  sent  to  king  Artaxerxes  that 

1. 

the  Jews  were  anxious  to  make  Hehemiali  king.  It  is 
very  possible  that  some  over-zealous  prophets  of  Jer¬ 
usalem*  would  have  liked  to  make  Hehemiah  king.  If  so 
ITehemiah  must  have  shown  certain  characteristics 
which  had  made  an  appeal  to  the  Jews  in  the  city. 

There  is  a  further  thing  to  consider:  was  Nehemiali  far- 
seeing  enough  to  realize  that,  while  not  actually 

1.  Kent:  ’*A  History  of  the  Jewish  People”  p.l75 
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wishing  to  take  the  reins  of  government  himself,  he 
was  preparing  the  way  for  a  day  in  the  future  when  the 
Jews  might  strike  for  liberty?  Then  there  would  be 
more  reason  than  prejudice  in  the  report  of  Sanballat 
regarding  his  fear  of  rebellion  on  the  part  of  the 
Jews  • 

The  fate  of  the  little  kingdom  was 
sealed,  and  Sanballat  might  have  let  the  v/ork  proceed 
unhindered.  Once  the  temple  was  rebuilt,  and  the 
city  protected,  the  people  flocked  to  the  worship 
of  Yahweh.  The  teachings  of  the  prophets  more  and 
more  crystallized  into  a  ritual  and  a  ceremony.  The 
church  completely  absorbed  the  state,  A  reverence  for 
the  law  such  as  had  not  existed  sprang  up.  The  Jews 
became  a  nation  of  priests  and  scribes.  Moreover 
gr6at  changes  took  place  in  the  life  of  the  people, 

I  the  world  was  impressing  itself  upon  this  little 

1. 

community,  ”Their  language  was  the  first  to  go”,  and 
Aramaic  became  the  language  of  business  and  of 
government. 

Hellenistic  Influence, 

As  Alexander  burst  into  the 

world  of  Asia  354  B,  C,  even  greater  changes  came 

1,  Kent:  “History  of  the  Jewish  People”  p,292 


<:  t 


:£r»BMlr{  VI i;)l  9i'<t  i.-u.?*  T^’t:.!-f«  j 

r>’9^JuT:  »ii  cti  XflU  ■*  •.:U 

-.uow  to-i  -"rfai  ^ 

,B.'.  -t:,,  «rrt  ai  ,oxi>*iten:t  ; 

la  tiai  -^lil  no  -loirr'id^t  'tr<  .rxfc-iJS-iOi  ^ 

.  yw**!. 


t  Xiovr  9'J  J»X  9T3:i-  f  luX!'  t«CXx.on*'>  bn^  .baXos^ 

.  .tXX.o-.x  -l.t  9o:t0  .o,..o:n.!.a 

liiTOW  9.ij  Ot  bs^voXl  9:5'J‘»1  .b9X0?..faT  ; 

9-to,T  ar^.iqoTi  atfT  .XswH**:' 

!xad««i»3  s  Sjns  IJBuXt-i  3  OwMi  iox  tXUX 'va  ■  sno-c  ; 
«*~9'-si  A  b9cfto3da  xXsX’Xqvoo  Xoiatlo 

arl?  .qa  sneiqa  fasJsixa  Xon  'vn  i  as  "aX  »dJ 

.39Cfii08  bns  aXasiiq  to  no i. tars  a  s’*«o^vi 

,oaq  adX  to  «til  ofX  ni  oo«£q  -iooj  o.^,n«Xo 
5lXi£i  ai-iX  naqu  tIsoJX  3.-ti30onq-o  t  oaw  blnow  art.! 
.'oa  o.lt  aaw  o-^,nar  T-torT-  .^Xinn^^-oo 

'  fo^bnn  aaaniaud  to  aqananal  o^oeaX  oin^nA 

■ 


112 


over  this  little  Jewish  community.  Without  follow¬ 
ing  the  progress  of  the  great  general,  we  may  note 
that  the  power  of  Persia  fell  into  his  hand*  At 
his  untimely  death  in  323  B.C.  there  was  a  huge 
scramble  for  the  fragm.ents  of  empire.  The  fragment 
of  Palestine  was  the  unhappy  frontier  between  Syria 
and  Egypt,  whose  claims  for  this  portion  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  Antiochus,  who  ruled  Mesopotamia,  and 
Ptolemy  who  ruled  Egypt.  Whatever  hopes  the  Jews 
might  then  have  had  must  have  faded  as  an  army  now 
from  Syria,  and  now  fronr  Egypt  passed  over  the 
country. 

A  hundred  years  after  the  death  of 
Alexander  there  eame  to  the  throne  of  Syria  a  man 

who  finally  settled  the  Syrio -Egyptian  quarrel, 

1. 

namely,  Antiochus  IV.  While  this  brought  a  sort 
of  peace  to  the  people  it  did  not  make#  the  Jews 
any  more  contented*  The  significant  feature  of  this 
period  was  the  introduction  of  Hellenism  among  the 
Jews.  Greek  culture,  greek  idea^,  Greek  art  were 
transplanted  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Greece,  and 
every  city  through  that  eastern  world  became  a 
centre  of  Hellenism,  "Hellenism  proved  wonderfully 


1.  op.  cit,  Bailey  and  Kent  p.298 
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attractive  to  the  Jews,  Its  paths  seemed  pleasant 
to  the  young,  ,  •  .  .They  led  to  the  greatest 

struggle  the  Jew  ever  experienced,  in  which  his 

1. 

religion  w%8  all  but  extinguished,” 

^tiochus  1V» -The  Maccabean  Struggle  or  Liberty. 

IT©  greater  issue  ever  faced  the 

Jewish  people  than  that  which  arose  out  of  this 

introduction  of  Hellenism  in  Palestine.  It  was 

truly  felt  that  ”if  Hellenism  succeeded  in  Pales- 

^ « 

tine  Judaism  was  doom.ed.”  In  the  year  175  B,C, 
there  came  to  the  throne  of  Syria,  Antiochus  IV,  He 
had  a  passion  for  Greek  culture,  and  Greek  games, 
and  he  endeavoured  to  change  Palestine  into  a 
second  Greece.  He  attacked  the  Jewish  religion 
at  its  base,  proclaimed  that  all  religious  custoas 
should  cease,  and  desecrated  the  temple  of  Yahweh 

to  such  an  extent  that  he  compelled  Jews  to  worship 

3. 

his  own  likeness  by  offering  up  swine’s  flesh 
upon  the  altar.  The  despair  of  the  people  coulo 
hardly  have  aunk  below  that.  Yet  k  just  when  it 
seemed  as  if  he  had  accomplished  his  purpose  re¬ 
volution  broke  out  at  Modin  on  the  border  of  the 

1.  op.cit,  Bailey  and  Kent  p,304 

2.  Ibid,  p.308 

3.  Ibid,  p.312 
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hill-country  towards  Philistia,  led  by  the  aged 

priest,  Mattathias.  Antiochus  had  erected  an  altar 

there  and  required  the  priest  to  offer  sacrifice, 

Mattathias  spumed  the  orders,  and  murdered  one  of 

the  villagers  who  was  carrying  out  the  demand  of 

Antiochus.  This  v/as  a  call  to  arms,  and  the  aged 

priest  of  I'^odin  proclaimed,  ♦*V/hosoever  is  zealous 

for  the  law  and  loyal  to  the  5rovenant  let  him 
!• 

follow  me,”  Thus  began  the  Maccabean  struggle. 

Mattathias  was  too  old  to  long  re¬ 
tain  the  captaincy  of  his  loyal  followers,  but 
while  he  lived  he  must  have  aroused  a  #  spirit  of 
patriotism  unequalled  in  any  age.  Even  in  that 
age  the  spirit  of  patriotism  had  not  become  en¬ 
tirely  separate  from  that  o:f  religion,  and 
Mattathias  appealed  to  his  fellow  citizens  on  the 
ground  of  religion. 

On  the  death  of  Mattathias  leader¬ 
ship  fell  into  hands  that  most  worthily  carried 
the  banner.  Judas,  his  son,  became  captain,  while 
Simon,  a  brother  of  Judas  became  ehief  counsellor. 

This  was  a  wise  choice  on  the  part  of  Mattathias, 
Judas  took  the  field  and  won  such  astounding  vic¬ 
tories  as  took  the  breath  from  Antiochus, 


1.  op.cit,  Bailey  and  Kent  p,  312 
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T 

Though  the  king  might  send  his  most  trusted 
generals,  and  most  powerful  armies,  Judas  would 
elude  them,  and  often  inflict  a  crushing  defeat 
upon  them. 

While  Judas  was  the  despair  of 
Antiochus*  forces,  in  the  year  163  B,C,  Antiochus 
died.  As  usual  there  was  a  mad  scramble  for  the 
spoils  of  empire,  and  during  the  struggle  Judas 
extended  the  borders  of  his  kingdom.  ”In  an  in¬ 
credibly  short  time  this  peasant  warrior  had  won 
more  victories  against  greater  odds  than  any  other 

leader  in  Hebrew  history*  David  himself  hardly 

1. 

controlled  more  territory,**  The  end  of  this 
short-lived  glory  came  when  Lysias,  after  getting 
a  young  prince  crowned  as  Antiochus  Eupater,  came 
against  Judas  with  a  huge  array.  Jerusalem  was  be¬ 
sieged,  and  after  making  a  hurried  peace,  Lysias 
returned  to  Antioch.  Out  of  the  struggle  the  Jews 
gained  one  thing:  a  guarantee  of  religious  freedom, 
thpu^  as  yet  politically  subject  to  Syria. 

The  Kingship  of  S i mo n . 

The  condition  of  the  Jews  was  now 
1.  op.  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent  p.  316 
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most  uncertain.  Behind  this  demand  for  religious 
freedom  had  been  the  equally  great  one  of  political 
freedom#  The  Jew  could  never  very  long  content 
himself  with  being  a  mere  vassal.  It  is  a  strange 
but  none  the  less  true,  feature  of  Jewish  life, 
that  no  matter  how  much  sorrow  and  pain,  the 
Hebrew  might  pass  through  he  never  completely  lost 
sight  of  Liberty,  freedom,  and  independence.  And 
when  4ke  struggling  to  obtain  these  the  Jewish 
people  frequently  missed  them  but  gained  greater 
freedom  of  soul. 

Great  mourning  there  was  among  the 
Jews  when  Judas,  the  Hamjnerer,  passed  away.  He  had 
been  the  doughty  champion  of  the  cause  of  liberty 
as  well  as  of  religion,  Jonathan  his  brother  now 
took  up  the  popular  cause,  but  was  murdered  by  a 
Syrian  general.  The  crisis  brought  to  the  front 
the  last  and  wisest  of  Mattathias *  sons,  Simon,  who 
had  seen  all  the  struggle  and  had  been  in  the  thick 
of  the  fight.  The  weakness  of  the  Syrian  throne 
proved  to  be  Judah’s  opportunity.  The  new  king, 
Demetrius  11.  needed  Simon’s  support,  Simon  knew 
that  this  might  be  the  last  chance  to  gain  the  much 
desired  freedom.  Wise  diplomat  that  he  was,  he 
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placed  Judali  in  such  a  condition  that  he  himself 
was  recognised  as  high  priest.  The  covenants  made 

with  Jonathan  were  confirmed,  and  most  important  of 

1. 

all,  the  payment  of  tribute  money  was  stopped, 

Judah  had  at  last  gained  political  independency. 

This  pact  in  the  year  142  B,C,  marks  the  year  l.of 
Jewish  independence. 

Conclusion. 

Not  long  afterwards  we  find 
Palestine  under  the  shadow  of  the  Roman  Eagles, 

Roman  power  had  been  gradually  extending  beyond  the 
confines  of  Rome.  Greece  had  fallen  before  the 
power  of  Roman  generals,  while  almost  all  Asia  came 
under  her  power.  Consequently,  when  an  army  of 
Pompey^s  appeared  in  Damascus  63  B.C,  and  since  much 
trouble  had  developed  after  the  death  of  Simon,  we 
find  two  envoys  bowing  and  scraping  before  Pompey, 
namely  Hyrcanus ,  and  Aristobulus.  They  were 
anxious  to  gain  certain  concessions.  Pompey,  after 
attacking  Jerusalem,  and  defeating  Aristobulus,  re¬ 
stored  Hyrcanus  to  his  position  of  high  prteet,  and 


1,  op.  cit.  Bailey  and  Kent.  p.  320 
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gave  him  certain  civil  rights  hy  which  he  was  to  be 
known  as  ethnarch.  Hereafter,  Rome  retained  her 
grip  on  Palestine  for  the  next  seven  hundred  years. 
However,  the  desire  for  freedom  and  liberty  among 
the  Jews  did  not  cease  with  the  coming  of  the  Roman, 
for  even  after  nineteen  centuries  have  passed  there 
is  still  a  large  group  of  Jews  who  would  speak  quite 
strongly  concerning  such  liberty. 

In  concluding  our  topic  we  needs 
must  mention  one  more  feature.  Those  things  of  price¬ 
less  possession  in  our  Christianity  today,  which 
have  been  saved  for  us  out  of  this  Hebrew  struggle 
are  not  political,  but  religious  and  social.  The 
chief  inspiration  that  Jesus  drew  from  the  history 
of  this  great  people  was  religious.  He  read  wisely 
and  well  his  nation *s  history,  and  out  of  it  he  chose 
ideas  that  were  life-giving  and  bracing.  During  the 
last  three  centuries  before  the  nation  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Romans,  the  religion  of  the  Jews  jjthad 
crystalized  more  and  more.  Jesus  saw  this  feature. 

It  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  priests  and  scribes 
and  while  the  word  had  been  retained  the  spirit  had 
been  lost.  As  the  prophets  had  risen  against  a  well- 
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performed  ritual,  and  a  well-kept  ceremony,  showing 
that  not  in  a  perfect  cultus  was  Yahweh  pleased,  but 
in  a  humhle  contrite  heart,  in  deeds  of  mercy,  in 
common  justice,  and  in#  being  a  brother  one  to  the 
other,  so  Jesus  in  his  day  rebelled  against  a 
strict  ceremonial  observance,  and  longed  for  the 
pure  and  simple  religion  of  practical  life. 

Yea,  there  was  even  more  than  that, 
for  not  only  was  the  life  and  work  of  Jesus  a 
protest  against  the  Pharisaic  law  and  custom,  but 
surely  we  can  say  it  was  an  endeavour  to  dispel- 
the  popular  idea  of  political  freedom.  Had  we  space 
we  might  draw  many  an  illustration  showing  where  the 
life  of  Jesus  was  constantly  a  battle  between  the 
Pharisaic  law  on  the  one  hand  and  the  political 
hopes  of  the  people  on  the  other.  With  these  great 
walls  on  either  side  of  him  throughout  his  career, 
we  find  him  steering  a  straight  course  out  on  to  the 
fields  where  he  can  for  ever  recall  the  kindness  and 
goodness  of  his  Pather,  where  he  can  display  the 
simple  truths  of  religion  and  life  through  incidents 
in  the  common  e:^periences  of  men.  In  a  way  far  beyoncL 
what  any  of  the  prophets  had  done,  he  led  men  out  to 
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achievements  of  the  spirit,  and  victories  of  the 
soul,  that  could  never  have  been  reached  by  a  mere 
political  program. 

We  can  only  conclude  by  saying  that 
in  Jesus  the  Jewish  people  reached  the  highest 
degree  of  freedom  and  independence  that  they  ever 
achieved.  The  road  by  which  they  had  reached  it 
was  very  circuituous  as  we  have  show.  It  might 
even  be  said  that  out  of  each  of  her  struggles  for 
freedom  and  liberty  the  Hebrew  people  saved  some¬ 
thing  upon  v/hich  to  build  for  the  next.  This  may 
have  been  done  mnconsciously,  but  it  seems  always 
to  have  come  about.  The  people  did  not  reach  their 
freedom  in  a  way  they  expected.  Possibly  that  was 
the  reason  it  was  notapp  appreciated.  Yet  one  is 
inclined  to  think  that  had  they  gone  back,  and 
sincerely  sought  among  the  record  of  their  struggles 
they  would  have  found  prophets  and  sages  who  prayed 
and  hoped,  and  longed  for  just  such  freedom  of 
the  spirit,  and  just  such  simplicity  of  heart 
service  as  the  world  finds  today  in  the  life  and 
work  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth* 
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